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PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 
DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 
FOR 


DETECTING POISONS. 


Arsenic—(concluded). 


In our last article we dwelt at sufficient ing 


length on the chemical properties of the 
metal arsenic and its combinations ; we 
pointed out the manner in which a know- 
ledge of these might be applied to the re- 
cognition of the nature of any white powder 
suspected to be arsenious ecid, and which 
by the simple mechanical process of agita- 
tion and subsidence might have been collect- 
ed from vomited matter, or the contents of 
the alimentary canal. We now propose to 
investigate the method by which Dr. Chris- 
tison proceeds to the examination of these 
substances, when arsenious acid cannot 
be separated mechanically, but when it 
either remains in solution in the mixed fluid, 
or is intimately mingled, whether chemically 
or mechanically, with the solid and compli- 
cated ingredients of the contents of the ali- 

canal, We must again remind our 
readers, that Dr, Christison’s directions ap- 
pertain to the arsenious acid alone, and do 
not comprehend any of the other arsenical 
poisdms, such as the Scheele’s green, the ar- 
seniates, or the sulphurets. To the arse- 
nious acid, therefore, we are at present re- 
stricted ; but before we conclude this notice, 
we shali avail ourselves of the occasion to 
inquire, whether a more generic process may 
not be devised, which would eomprehend 
all these individuals in the evidence of one 
series of experiments. The various fallacies 


too, towhich the demonstrations afforded by 
’ 
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the several individual reagents are exposed, 


shall also be examined with adequate atten- 


tion. We shall also have to notice cursorily, 
some insignificant processes devised by Dr. 
A. T. Thomson, Professor Orfila, and others, 
and to remark, at greater length, on the 
very superior method which Berzelius em< 


The first step in Dr. Christison’s process 
he thus describes :— 

«* The first step of the for detect- 
arsenic in organic fluids is to procurea 
tri t solution. For this end it is suffi- 
cient to boil the suspected material for half 
an hour, distilled water being previously 
added if n , and any solid matters 
being cut into amall pieces, The arsenic is 
thus entirely taken up, even from the con- 
tents and tissues of the stomach: I have 
proved elsewhere that none is left behind 
when'they are cut into small shreds and well 
boiled. The coarser solid particles 
then separated by a gauze filter, the fluid 
to be filtered through - In the case 
of the contents or tissue of the stomach, the 
filtration is slow, occupying at least thirty- 
six hours. If greater tch is necessary, 
it is useful to boil gvith it a little caustic 
potass previous to filtering through paper.” 

Any arsenious acid which may have heen 
present in the more solid contents of the 
stomach is now brought into a mixed sovu- 
tion, which we may presume to contain also 
various animal and vegetable principles, 
euch as albumen, mucus, tannin, or caseum. 
To separate the arsenious acid from this 
heterogeneous admixture, it is necessary to 
cause it to form some of its insoluble com- 
binations, such as with silver, copper, lime, 
or sulphur, from any of which the metab 
itself may be subsequently disengaged. Of 
these Dr. Christison prefers to procure the 
last, which he obtains by passing sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen through the suspected solu~ 
tion, previously prepared in a manner we 
shull presently describe. Before doing so, 
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however, it is necessary to state briefly what 
was the usual mode of proceeding adopted 
by experimentalists, before Dr. Christison 
Before that addition bad been contributed 
to the information of the British toxicolo- 
gist, we almost invoriably found the analyst 
applying to this impure and bighly animal- 
ized solution, the nitrate of silver, or the 
sulphate of copper, and other reagents un- 
mecessary to be mentioned. A solution of the 
sulphuret of potash was also occasionally em- 
ployed. The history of criminal triale has 
also further shown, that if any one of these 
produced a coloured precipitate similar to 
that which it would cause in a pure : lution 
of arsenious acid, the examiner remained 
satiafied, and very rarely even took the ad- 
ditional trouble of applying more than one 
of the “« testa” to the suspected solution. 
Dr. Christison, however, investigated the 
subject at length, in a manner which has 
conferred the moet signal benefit not only 
on his profession, but on the public at large. 
He showed that if nitrate of silver were ap- 
plied to « solution containing nothing but 
animal matter, a similar yellowish preci- 
pitate might be occasioned to that which 
arsenious acid would produce. He fur- 


ther proved, that a similar effect followed 
the use of the sulphate of copper. Be- 
fore Dr. Christison’s experiments, it was in- 


low preeipitate with nitrate of silver, and the 


|minutes he will have a yellow precipitate, 


No arsenic is present, yet from these data 
a few years since, its detection would have 
been sworn to without the slightest hesi- 
tation.* 

Besides these facts, which constitute in- 
superable objections to the mode of analysis 
by the liquid re-agents, it is further neces- 
sary to remark, that animal fluids, more 
especially the contents of the human sto- 
mach, invariably contain the muriate of 
soda, which causes, with the nitrate of sil- 
ver, so abundant a white precipitate, that it 
might completely obscure the presence of 
the yellow arsenite of silver, though actu- 
ally formed. Another difficulty also arises 
fram the colour of many animal or vegetable 
mixtures, such as porter, wine, various 
medicines, &c., by which the action of the 
tests would be altogether rendered inde- 
cisive. It is unnecessary to proceed fur- 
ther on the subject of fallacies arising from 
animal or mineral admixture. 

We shall proceed, therefore, to the eon- 
tinuation of Dr. Christison’s methed ; it is 
needless to quote his own words, as per- 
haps they admit of a desirable condensation, 
and an arrangement more convenient to our 
present inquiry. 

His object is, in the first place, to procure 
@ sulphuret of arsenic; this he accom- 
plishes by transmitting sulphuretted hydro- 
gen through the solution. A double pre- 
caution, however, is necessary ; in the first 





* The testimony of Dr, Neale, on the celebrated 
case of Mrs. Elizabeth Downing, forms a creditadle 
exception to this geweral impuiation. 
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after the addition of the acetic acid, takes 
place with sufficient rapidity. he filtered 
fluid is next to be submitted for a quarter of 
an hour to a current of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen gas, when, if arsenious acid be present 
in a moderate proportion, a lemon yellow- 
coloured precipitate is thrown down, or if 
the quantity be very minute, it is occasion- 
ally suspended in the fluid; in either case 
it is necessary to boil the fluid, in order to 
expel any excess of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
which would otherwise retain the sulphuret 
of arsenic in solution. The method of ob- 
taining the precipitate which the author 
recommends,—filtration through paper,—we 
cannot approve ; on the contrary, we would 
prefer the mode of collecting and drying with 
a watch-erystél, which we have already so 
frequently advised. 

The advantages of this process are very 
great. In point of delicacy, the sulphu- 
retted hydrogen acts on the oxide in one 
hundred thousand parts of water. Further, 
it does not eccasion in animal solutions any 
precipitate of the same coloar ; and though, 
in mineralized fluids containing a mineral 
acid in excess, it will cause by itself a pale 
yellow deposition of sulphur, yet this acci- 
dent may be effectually provided against, 
by first ascertaining with litmus or turmeric 
paper, whether the fluid be acid ; and if so, 
by adding a little caustic potassa till turmeric 
paper is reddened, and then re-acidulating 
with acetic acid. 

The sulphuretted hydrogen will occasion in 
solutions of cadmium selenium, or the per- 
salts of tin, a precipitate of a yellow colour. 
These salts, however, are exceedingly rare ; 
and, moreover, the ultimate object of pro- 
curing the sulpburet being the reduction df 
the metal, these similar sulphurets consti- 
tute no fallacy whatever. A great deal of 
trash has been talked and written, about the 
similar precipitate said to be caused by sul- 
phuretted hydrogen in solutions of antimony, 
say of tartar emetic. It happens, however, 
that the sulphuret of antimony is orange 
red, and the sulphuret of arsenic is lemon 
yellow; and any one who can distinguish 
the two fruits will have little difficulty 
in ascertaining the nature of the precipitate 
in question. 

In a great majority of cases, these mani- 
pulations are amply sufficient for obtaining 
@ pure sulpluret of arsenic free from animal 





matter, which is of the utmost consequence. 
The sulpburet is next to be mixed with a 
little recently-ignited charcoal and carbonate 
of soda, and reduced in a tube in the manner 
already described. 

As far as arsenious acid is concerned, this 
processis only liable to one difficulty, which, 
with a mode of remedy, Dr. Christison thus 
describes, 

“ Animal matter in solution is very apt to 
be thrown down along with the sulphuret ; 
and avery small quantity of animal empy- 
reuma will render the reduction precarious. 
—The removal of animal matter may some- 
times be sufficiently accomplished by acetic 
acid alone, which coagulates some animal 
principles, such as casein. In order to 
ascertain whether, after this addition, the 
fluid is ready for the sulphuretted hydrogen, 
neutralize it with ammonia or potass, and 
test a small portion with ammoniacal ni- 
trate* of silver as a trial-test. If it gives a 
characteristic precipitate, the oxide is pretty 
abundant, the fluid is free enough of animal 
matter, and the process for converting the 
arsenic into sulphuret may be proceeded 
with. If the silver test does not act charac- 
teristically, another step will be required 
for removing the animal matter.—The sim- 
plest and most effectual way of accomplish- 
ing this is to throw the animal matter down 
with the nitrate of silver. The fluid being 
first rendered neutral (by means of potass 
or acetic acid, according to circumstances), 
or feebly alkeline, it is then to be faintly 
aciduldted with hydrochloric acid ; it is next 
to he precipitated with an excess of nitrate 
of silver; the excesg of silver is then to be 
thrown down by a slight excess of muriate 
of soda; and the fluid is finally to be filtered. 
A short account of the reasons for these 
manipulations may be useful to the learner. 
The fluid, before the addition of nitrate of 
silver, must not be alkaline, otherwise the 
arsenic is apt to be thrown down in the 





* The ammoniacal nitrate of silver was original 
recommended by Mr. Hume of Long Acre, and Dr. 


Marcet, asa ent for devecting jute quantities 
of arsenious acid. It is pooped by ipitati 
the oxide of silver from a solution & nitrate ot 
silver by the addition of ammonia, and then re. 
dissolving the precipitate by the addition of more 
ammonia. Care should be taken not to add more 
ammonia than is barel to redissolve the 
precipitate. In pure solutions this reagent answers 
very well, as it cuntains just enough of alkali tu 
furm a neutral salt with arsenious acid, and enable 
it to decompose tlie nitrate of silver; but in animal 
mixtures we entifely agree with Dr, Christison 
when he declares (P- 192), “that it is no use what- 
ever ina mod ty diluted solution of the oxide of 
arsenic; if vegetable ur animal matter be present, 
either tke colour of the precipitate is essentially 
altered, or nw precipitate is formed at all, the 
principles in the solution having a solvent power 
over it.” ft is useful huwever as a trial test, because 
the phusphate of silver is not precipitated by it, and 
the arsenite is, 
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bat fe to render the fluid quite neutral ; 
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form of arsenite of silver. It may be well/and after transmitting chlorine applies the 


nitrate of silver, which causes a brick-red 


is much easier to acidulate faintly precipitate, thé arseniate of silver. It is 


ecid, and it is equally | ich to be regretted that this precipitate 


oe for the excess of hydrochloric acid 


is thrown down by the nitrate of silver. By 


is even more apt than the sulphuret to asso- 


observing these directions a fluid will be|ciate itself with solid animal matter as it 
pom ohhe g a a filters rapidly, end is either | falls down, otherwise its simplicity would 
nearly so.” 


colourless or 

In the hands of a practised and accom- 
plished chemist, such as Dr. Christison, there 
is no doubt that the complicated process just 
quoted will be entirely successful, but if the 
experimentalist be of an opposite character, 
unaccustomed to manipulation of this kind, 
and perhaps not over-fraught with theoreti- 
cal acquirement, the chance, nay the cer- 
tainty, is, that amidst these multifarious neu- 


have been strongly in its favour. 

We have next to notice two processes 
which form a strange and striking example 
of the truth of our observations in the first 
article respecting the trifling degree of re- 
spect which should be paid to‘ authorities” 
on this subject. The first process was re- 
commended by Mr. Phillips, the second by 
Dr. A. T. Thomson, professor of materia 
medica, and joint lecturer on medical juris- 


tralizations and testings, and additions of | prudence in the University ofLondon. The 


acid after alkali, and alkali after acid, the 
arsenious acid will be precipitated with- 
out his knowledge, and lost altogether. We 
have over and over again witnessed this 
occurrence ; we have known students, by no 
means devoid of chemical skill (who, for 
example, had prepared morphia successfully 
but one day before), fail entirely in follow- 
ing the elaborate directions just quoted. A 
distinction, therefore, requires to be drawn 
in our opinion of the process. In the hands | 


of such a master as Dr. Christison it will | 


succeed, but the inexperienced analyst will 
as certainly fail in the attempt. 

On this account we believe that the iadi- 
cations of the trial-test of the ammoniaco- 
nitrate of silver are of great importance. If 
it show a decidedly yellow precipitate, the 
objectionable process just alluded to is not 
required. If it do not, another method 
becomes absolutely necessary for the tyro in 
analysis. We believe we can suggest a 
mode by which this desideratum can be ob- 
tained, but we must reserve it until we no- 
tice some other processes which require 
attention. 

Professor Orfila some years since pro- 
posed to decolorise suspected solutions with 
chlorine, and he then believed the liquid 
tests would act characteristically. In this, 
he was completely mistaken, for, as Dr. 
Venables of Chelmsford some time since 
explained, chlorine converts any arsenious 
acid into arsenic acid, and consequently the 
reagents suitable to the former can be no 
longer made use of. 

Dr. Veuebles avails himself of this fact, 


former of these gentlemen proposed to de- 
colorise suspected solutions by digestion 
with animal charcoal, and then that the 
liquid reagents should be applied to the solu- 
tion. The latter, Dr. A. T. Thomson, acting 
on the property that animal charcoal pos- 
sesses of absorbing some salts from their 
solutions, recommends that that substance 
be digested with the suspected fluid ; and he 
asserts that the arsenious acid will thus be 
removed from the solution, and may be de- 
tected by heating the dried charcoal, which 
will evolve a garlie odour! This method 
he declares will detect arsenic in any solu- 
tion capable of acting as a poison. 

The only comment we shall offer on these 
extraordinary specimens of medico-legal 
analysis, is to observe, that though Mr. 
Phillips is correct when he observes, that 
the solution will be decolorised, he is en- 
tirely wrong when he believes that the 
liquid reagents are preferable to the reduc- 
tion process. As for Dr, A. T. Thomson, 
we cannot express ourselves more appropri- 
ately than in the words of Dr. Duncan, of 
Edinburgh, who thus writes, speaking of 
the preceding curious process in his Supple- 
ment to the New Edinburgh Dispensatory, 
page 29 : “* No person at all acquainted with 
juridical medicine, would rest satisfied with 
such a mode of examining liquids suspected 
to contain arsenic, nor indeed would he 
have recourse to it as a corroborative testi- 
mony, as without other evidence it would 
prove nothing, and by other evidence, cer- 
tainty is more easily obtained.” With this 
opinion we entirely coincide, and there does 
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not exist an individual better competent to 
advance an opinion on the subject, than the 
Edinburgh professor. Toa method recom- 
mended by Dr. Paris, Dr. Christison thus 
alludes :— 


“Dr. Paris has proposed to throw down 
the whole arsenic by the ammoniacal nitrate 
of silver, and to reduce the precipitate in a 
tube. To this proposal two weighty objec- 
tions exist. The arsenite of silver often re- 
mains in solution; and it is thrown down 
along with so much vegetable or animal 
matter, that the reduction of the precipitate 
is very precarious.” 


The next process is one of great import- 
ance ; we quote it as described by Dr. Chris- 
tison, with his observations :— 

** The next process to be mentioned is by 
far the best of those now under considera- 
tion, but it has no advantage in point of de- 
licacy or certainty over that which I have 
edepted, and is much more complicated. It 
was proposed by Berzeliusin bis 4rsberra- 
telse for 1825, as a modification and im- 
provement upon the one published by me in 
1824; to which, as formerly observed, he 
objects that the sulphuret is not at all de- 
composed during the reduction, The sus- 
pected substance is boiled in potass, and the 
Solution is then neutralized with hydro- 
chloric acid, treated with a stream of sul- 
Pharetted hydrogen, boiled and evaporated 
ull the precipitate subsides. ‘The precipi- 
tate is then collected, dried, mixed with ni- 
tre in large proportion, and defiagrated in a 
tube. The prodact is next dissolved in an 
excess of lime water, and the arseniate of 
lime so formed is collected and reduced with 
charcoal, The inconvenieaces of this pro- 
cess are the following. The whole sul- 
pot is not always separated from the so- 
ution, because animal matter, as formerly 
noticed, possesses a solvent or suspending 
power over it :—The deflagration of the sul- 

uret, al h, as Berzelius mentions, it 
takes place without flame when the propor- 
tion of nitre is large, I have found to be a 
precarious operation in the bands of the un- 

tised, who should never lose sight of, at 

east in Britain, where nineteen-twentieths 
of medico-legal analyzers are of this descrip- 
tion:—The arseniate of lime is partly re- 
dained in solution and washed off the filter ; 
for it is by no means insoluble :—As for- 
merly mentioned, the whole of the arsenic 
in the arseniate of lime is not sublimed, but 


only about one-third of it, even with the 
full red-beat of the blowpipe.” 

With Dr. Christison’s objections here we 
fully agree, with the exception of that part 
which relates to the difficulty of the defla- 
gration. We believe, however, that this 
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difficulty may be easily obviated, and that 
by a slight modification, the idea of the 
process may be mude use of for the construc- 
tion of a methed by which all the inconve- 
nience detailed in our notice of Dr. Christi- 
son's treatment of the animal fluid may be 
completely avoided. As to the mode of de- 
flagrating the sulphuret, it will be found 
that it can be accomplished with perfect 
facility and success in the following mauner = 
About a scruple of powdered nitre should be 
melted by the heat of a spirit-lamp in ® 
green glass tube about six inches long and 
half an inch in diameter; the impure sul- 
phuret of arsenic should then be dropped 
into it in minute particles, one by one ; in 
this manner the decomposition of the or- 
! ganic matter usually takes place without 
' flame, or at most with minute scintillations, 
and the sulphuret of arsenic is converted 
into the sulphate and arseniate of potash ; 
| the tube should then be allowed to cool, and 
| boiling water added to dissolve the saline 
|mass ; the solution should then be filtered. 
| Instead of lime water, we would now add 
| the nitrate of silver, which causes a brown 
red precipitate of the arseniate and sulphate 
of silver, which is exceedingly insoluble in 
water. Finally, this precipitate should be 
dried, mixed with recently ignited charcoal, 
and reduced in a tube. 

We feel confident that this method will 
succeed in inexperienced hands in many 
instances in which the complex precipita- 
tions of animal matter by the nitrate of 
silver, would frustrate the analyser’s expec- 
tations, 

Such are the several modes of proceeding 
in our search for arsenious acid. As we 
before observed, however, there are many 
other arsenical poisons which would elude 
this mode of analysis: we may particularize 
the arsenite of copper (Scheele’s green), 
and the yellow sulphuret of arsenic, orpi- 
ment : or King’s yellow. The two last, be- 
ing entirely insoluble in water, remain un- 
dissolved in the solid contents of the sto- 
mach ; it will be recollected also, that the 
arsenious acid, on the one hand, is liable to 
be converted into the yellow sulphuret by 
sulphuretted hydrogen in the stomach and 
alimentary canal ; and, on the other, that 
the orpiment of the shops almost invariably 
contains the arsenious acid. 

After the boiling and filtering, therefore, 
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which constitute the first step in Dr, Chris- 
tison’s process for the arsenious acid, the 
solid matter should again be collected, in- 
troduced into a stoppered phial, and some 
weak ammonia added, which will take up 
either orpiment or Scheele’s green. After a 
few hours the mixture should be filtered, 
and acetic acid added to the fluid which 
passes through, when, if it contain the 
arsenite of copper, a green precipitate is 
slowly formed ; if it contains the sulphuret 
of arsenic, a yellow precipitate is soon de- 
posited. If the precipitate be green, we 
have to seek for two metals ‘n it, arsenic and 
copper. The first is recognised easily, by 
mixing the powder with charcoal and dried 
carbonate of soda, and heating it to redness 
in a tube, when the metal is reduced and 
sublimed, leaving behind it the copper, 
which may be detected by dissolving the 
residuum in dilute nitric acid, evaporating 
to dryness, mixing the dried mass with an 
equal quantity of borax, and acting on it 
with the blowpipe on charcoal. In the ex- 
terior flame, it forms a globule of beautiful 
green glass, which in the interior flame is 
coated with metallic copper, though the 
quantity be not more than the 500th part of 
one grain. For directions on the use of the 
blow-pipe, see the article on lead. 

If the deposition from the alkaline solu- 
tion be yellow, it should be reduced in the 
manner already detailed, which it is super- 
fiuous now to repeat. It is here, however, 
necessary to redissolve the residuum in the 
tube, in water, and add a drop or two of a 
solution of the acetate of lead, which be- 
comes blackened, both experiments indicat- 
ing that the yellow precipitate is the sux- 
puurst of arsenic. 

_ The arsenical poison may also have been 
the arseniate of potash, Orfila has besides 
‘very recently asserted, that the arsenious 
_acid is liable to be converted into the arse- 
niate of ammonia, when the body in which 
it is contained has long been exposed to 
decay. A portion of the fluid prepared with 
acetic acid, according to Dr, Christison’s 
plan, should, therefore, before the trans- 
mission of sulphuretted hydrogen, be touched 
with nitrate of silver, which in any solution 
will show the presence of the arseniate. 
Should a brown precipitate occur, it is to 
be collected for reduction with charcoal. 
“The remerk, however, appliod to Dr. Ve- 
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nables’ proposal, must be remembered here, 
Great difficulty, arising from empyreuma, 
will occur in the reduction; a difficulty 
which, as yet, we have not been able to 
overcome. 

How far the additional step of examining 
the solids is actually necessary in this coun- 
try, it may be difficult todetermine. Dr, 
Duncan has seen one case of poisoning by 
Scheele’s green, which he detected in pills, 
and a second of poisoning by orpiment, 
which had been mixed with tea. At any 
rate the additional experiment turns the 
solid substances to aceount, which in Dr, 
Christison’s analysis are altogether neg- 
lected. 

It may, perhaps, seem singular, that we 
have not. yet alluded to the old experiment 
of the formation of a white alloy, by heating 
a suspected white powder in contact with 
copper; that we have not dwelt on the dif- 
ference in appearance between the phosphate 
and arseniate of silver ; and that we have not 
expatiated on the diagnostic powers of the 
garlic smell. We have not space, how- 
ever, to bestow on these obsolete minutiz, 
One sentence suffices for their consideration ; 
they should either be banished altogether 
from the memory of the experimentalist, or 
else remembered, like the pathology of Galen, 
for their absurdity alone. 

To conclude ; we may notice ap extraor- 
dinary fact recently announced in the conti- 
nental joursals, namely, the detection of 
large quantities of arsenic in common salt, 
brought to Paris from Sezanne, department 
of Marne. In some parcels, from the use of 
which dangerous symptoms had arisen, 
MM, Latour de Trie and Lefrancois de. 
tected % grn. of arsenious acid in each 
ounce of salt. The source of the contami- 
nation has not been revealed, but the cireum- 
stance is, we believe, under investigation, 
and we shall not fail to communicate the 
result of the inquiry. 





We have before us Orfila's lately pub- 
lished treatise on judicial exhumations, 
made for the purpose of detecting poisons 
at long or short intervals after death. We 
delay publishing any extracts from it, for a 
short time, as the work, amidst a variety of 
highly important information, contains some 
erroneous views, which it is our purpose to 








point out and endeavour to correct, 
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ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 
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CLINICAL LECTURE 
DELIVERED BY 
Da. ELLIOTSON, 


Jan. 3, 1830. 


IMPETIGO, 


Ow Thursday week, Gentlemen, eight 
patients were admitted into the hospital 
under my care, five of them women and 
three men, Among the women was a case 
of impetigo of the hands, which was ren- 
dered particularly interesting from the re- 
semblauce it bore at first sight to pustular 
itch ; this was so great, thatauy person who 
had seen only two or three cases of the latter 
affection would, 1 am satisfied, have con- 
cluded that it was of the same nature. 
The hands were both rather swollen, but 
particularly ove of them—very hot, and 
covered with scabs, in a state of discharge, 
and there were a few pustules here and 
there. The case, ever, differed from 
that which saw a few weeks ago in 
William’s Ward, in the circumstance that 
this was confived to the hands, whereas in 
the case of pustular itch the feet and hands 
were both effected, as wore also some parts 
of the body; in the next place there was 
heat, burning, and smarting, rather than 
itching ; in the third place, although there 
were a few large pustules—a few phlyzacia— 
the chief part of them were of that kind 
which is called psydracium ; not large, flat, 
full, circular, pustules, with hard, inflamed, 
and elevated bases, which | stated to be 
the qualities of phiyzacia. In this case the 
base was not elevated, and the pustules 
themselves were not elevated, but flat, and 
by no means full. Two or three of the pus- 
tules certainly exhibited very much of a 
phlyzacious character, but the great mass of 
them was paydracious—that description 
which oceure in impetigo. In the next 
place, 1 observed none of the vesicles which 
occur in itch, In the other case, besides 
the pustules of the ordinary phlyzacious cha- 
racter, and its being attended by great itch- 
ing, there were @ Jarge number of minute 
vesicles, many of them with merely water 
heads; many of them too had lost their 
heads, and had become slight elevations 
with bleck summits, such as you see in com- 
mon itch; in other words, there was com- 
mon itch united with itch, which 
is generally the case when the affection 
assumes the pustular form. In the present 
instance, however, there was nothing of this 





554 


kind ; the root of each thumb was clear, as 
were also the wrists, and therefore I had no 
hesitation in pronouncing the disease to be 
impetigo. In itch you almost always see 
the true little itching vesicles (many with 
black summits), at the roots of the thumbs, 
and on the wrists, Itch, too, is rarely con- 
fined to the hands; the feet, ancles, axille, 
and breast, at least, also suffer in most cases ; 
and had the characters of the eruption not 
decided the point in my mind, all difficulty 
must have vanished when I beard her say 
that no one with whom sbe lived had caught 
the disease; that she had experienced it 
before; and that for many years, when 
younger, she bad been plagued with an erup- 
tion on the head, and nothing more. In the 
former case I employed sulphur ointment 
immediately, but in this instance 1 did no- 
thing of the kind, I bled the patient in the 
arm, and the blood proved very buffy. I 


applied cold water to the parts, and sprinkled 
thom with oxyde of zinc. The patient at 
once improved, and is now mending very 
rapidly. 


LEPRA-. 


Another case was one of lepra. It was a 
very fine specimen of Jepra in & young wo- 
man, and had only about five 
weeks. Some of the patches were very 
large—of the size of half-a-crown; they 
were all circular or oval, and the largest of 
them occurred chiefly on the extremities, | 
found that, in her case, there were drowsi- 
ness, heaviness, pain of the head, and giddi- 
ness. She bas been bled twice, and finds 
herself considerably better. No medicine 
has yet been given. to her, as [ intend to 
observe the effect of bleeding, as there are 
decided phiogistic symptoms about the head, 
The blood was not ed, but notwithstand- 
ing that, the inflammatory symptoms about 
the head were quite sufficient to indicate the 
necessity of a loss of blood. 


BRONCHITIS, 


A case of bronchitis also was admitted, 
characterised by sonorous rattle in va- 
rious parts of the chest. There was merely 
soreness of the chest, without further pain ; 
and there was, likewise, rapid respiration ; 
the patient got well simply by bleeding; 
the case was not so severe as to excite any 
apprehensions of danger, or induce me to 
give her mercury. I bled her twice, and 


7 put her on low diet, and she is already 


well; the blood was buffed. 


EPILEPSY.—PRACTICE OF MASTURBATION, 


Among the men, the firat was a case of 
epilepsy ; it ecourred in William's Ward, in 
& young man etat, 24. I think of all the 
diseases of the nervous system that we have 
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Sense or motion pad) emp a habit of inordinate secretion. 
: to ysis, is the This case illustrates a fact which you will 
infinitely more common frequently observe in epilepsy and other 
St. Vitus’s dance, teta- diseases of the nervous system, ly, that 
ic hysteria, It occurs it is united with other nervous diseases. 
uently in males than in fe-| What we call nervous diseases, are really so 
Vitus’s dance occurs more | many symptoms of certain affections of the 
in females, and it occurs parti -,Rervous structure. A little increase of the 
persons; whereas palsy, the | intensity of the affection, or a little exten- 
» Which equals or it sion from one of the nervous system to 
luency, occurs chiefly in mi | another, or the occurrence of it in some 
and You will always find a| other parts of the nervous mass, will ptoduce 
number of patients in the hospital labouring different symptoms ; so that if chronic in- 
under the disease ; indeed, we might fill | flammation, or organic change, affect two or 
many wards with them; there are several three parts of it, you will have two or three 
cases now in the house illustrating the dis-| nervous diseases. 
ease exceedingly well. There is acase in Now this instance of epilepsy is attended 
William’s Ward, which I admitted some| with hy riasis. The patient is only 
time ago, of a young man in whom the dis- | two or three and twenty years of age, and 
€ase appeared to arise from violent muscular yet he is iua state of complete h on- 
efforts. 1 have several times seen the dis-|driasis. It is quite amusing to him 
ease take place after violent muscular efforts, | talk, and he has sometimes really frightened 
which drove the blood violently to the head, | the sister of the ward. He imagines that he 
and likewise prevented its return. Violent | is going to die; he says ty ney om 
is 
he 
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muscular efforts are » by experiment, | out of bed; that if he attempts to stand, 
both to drive the bl more forcibly along the oe from under him; and when 
arteries, and to impede itsreturn into the heart | comes down stairs he creeps along. He says 
by the veins. From hoth these circumstances| at one time that he has dreadful i 
an accumulation of blood takes place in from a tingling of the scrotum; at another 
various parts of the body, and some persons time he has dreadful suffering from twitches 
— that one use of the spleen is to fur- | about the ankles; and at another time be 
nish a diverticulum for it, to receive an ac-| suffers dreadfully from a quivering of the 
cumulation of blood when all do not|lips. If you ask him seriously, and in such 
thus admit of their usual su y, thus pre-/® manner that he does not suppose you are 
venting the blood from accumulating in parts| laughing at him, whether his finger aches, 
where an excess might be dangerous. I he says seriously, ‘« Yes.” He has no fixed 
believe that Dr. Rush, of America, first fancy in his mind, but is in continual ap- 
Proposed this theory; it is certainly true| prehension. He so gently that you 
is a very quiet organ in| can scarcel hear him, all day in a 
the economy, and will distend, under a corner, an ery te ee ay piteous 
to a considerable size. look, at the last visit, that, for the frst time 
this may be, the accumulation these three weeks, he had almost had a noe- 
of blood in the head from muscular efforts, turnal pollution, having awakened only just 
of epilepsy, and was the prin-| in time.to prevent it. You cannot make an 
in the nt case, though | inquiry ing any part of the body, 
disease likewise arose, in some | without ing that some sensation or other 
, from the practice of masturbation. exists there, which is a source of great 
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FROM MUSCULAR EXERTION AND MASTURBATION. 553 


said to have ey — when they veers im- 
perfect its. Incomplete epilepsy 
“ seen al pieate erat the body, loses 
his consciousness, and has convulsions. The 
loss of consciousness alone will sometimes 
happen before epilepsy is fully formed ; be- 
fore there are any convulsions, Power and 
consciousness are lost; and if this state last 
for a minute, or half a minute, of course he 

down senseless. If the epilepsy be 
stil] less perfect than that with the ab- 
solute loss of consciousness, the patient 
will suddenly fall, but he will be only half 





might give an unfavourable prognosis ; be- 
sides, if you treated the patient in the 
attack as if he fainted, you would keep him 
horizontal, while the nature of the case 
would demand the elevation of the head and 
shoulders. 1 think the best information 
upon the subject, is contained in Dr. Prit- 
chard’s work on Diseases of the Nervous 
System, a book which is full of very sound 
information, and one which contains accu- 
rate views of the diseases of the nervous 
system. It is curious to observe the differ- 
ent degrees which occur in the loss of con- 


senseless ; or, with still less impairment of | sciousness, from falling down, appareatly in 
consciousness and er, he will be only|an spoplectic state, only that ther: is no 
about to fall, and still able to support  stertor, nor great turgescence and blueness of 
himself by means of any-thing near him,— | the face, or these only in a minute degree— 
afterwarde immediately recovering. Here | to the slightest attack of the affection. When 
the loss of consciousness and power is not! these patients thus fall down from apparent 
entire ; the patient almost forgets where he apoplexy, they will come round of their own 
is, but still is conscious of existence; and| accord, without any measures being adopt- 
though unable to support himself alone, he ed; but if the person be of a plethoric habit 
does the best he can, and if near an object, it may be necessary to bl him, because 
may succeed in saving himself from falling.| epilepsy will sometimes end in apoplexy. 
Now this is called fainting, though there | This is by no means a rare occurrence in 
is no affection of the beart whatever in the old persons, and therefore sometimes it may 
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case ; the face does not become pale, there | 
is no quickness of respiration, no diminution | 


of the force of the pulse, and nothing at all 
im appearance that looks like —— ex- 
cepting that he cannot support himself, ap- 


be necessary to bleed them in the arm, or 
to cup them ; but the case does not call for 
those vigorous measures which real apo- 
plexy for the most part does, and though 
the course of treatment required may be 


pears lost, and loses a certain degree of con- | antiphlogistic, it may be milder than that 


sciousness and voluntary power. This is a 
circumstance continually occurring in indi- 
viduals who, after a time, lose their con- 
sciousness more and more in these attacks, 
lose it at length perfectly ; then lose it for 
a longer and longer period, and finally have 
convulsions in ition, 


It is stated by this youth, that he was | /eptic 


formerly subject to what he called fainting 
fits, and that now he bas regular epilepsy. 
He loses his consciousness completely, 
foams at the mouth, bites his tongue, and 
is universally convulsed; he has all the 
marks of the disease, What he calls faint- 
ing fits were no doubt imperfect attacks of 


+ You will see this most frequently 
ine le. They will fall down in 
8 moment, be completely lost. These 
cases have by many been called apoplexy ; 
but there is nodanger at all from them, and 

‘ou are not under the necessity of bleeding, 
the patient will come round spontane- 
ously, even though he have a great number 
of attacks, I have seen persons who have 
said they have been subject to these attacks 
for many months, and even years, and where 
= affection had - been followed by para- 
is, orany other disease except the perfect 
form of epliapey 3 that is, complete loss of 
consciousness and convulsions of the body. 
It is important to know this, because other- 


demanded after apoplexy. 

In the last clinical lecture, I mentioned a 
case which illustrated another circumstance 
in options » and to which | then sufficiently - 
alluded: I mean the occurrence before the 
fit, or at its commencement, of an odd sen- 
sation along the skin, which is called epi- 
ic aura. The case spoken of to-vay 
illustrates a variety which may occur in 
the fit, and there is now in the hospital 
@ case illustrating another variety, that 
of partial epilepsy. Epilepsy is imper- 
fect when there are no convulsions with 
the loss of consciousness, or when there 
is no loss of consciousness with the con- 
vulsions, or when either of these takes 
place only in an imperfect degree, such as 
the convulsions, for example, being mere 
tremors. And it is partial if the couvul- 
sions affect only a part of the body. ‘here 
is a little boy labouring under diseased bohe 
and anasarca, in a horrible state, in Jacob's 
Ward, who has partial epilepsy. I believe 
it affects only one half of the body ; one half 
of the face is convulsed, and the correspond- 
ing half of the body is agitated—shaken— 
but hardly agitated so much as to deserve 
the word convulsed; still, however, the 
motions are of a convulsive character. Some- 
times you see epilepsy more partial than 
this—affecting only an extremity. I have 
seen persons subject to epilepsy of this de- 
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scription, who, after a time, have had full 
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REMITTENT FEVER—TRIAL OF SALICINE. 


Of the two other cases admitted, one ap- 
peared to be remittent fever. It was very 
difficult to get an account of the man. I 
could not learn that he bad been in an 
aguish district, but only that he had been ill 
seven days, He, bowever, resided in Thames 
Street, and had been some way along the 
banks of the river, though hardiy into the 
country. He was seized on the Thursday 
before with violent shiverings, violent heat, 
and afterwards sweating, and he had also 
pain of the head. When I saw him he was 
shivering ; his account, however, was im- 
perfect as to the period of the day at which 
the attacks came on, but it a ed that he 
was affected with rigours at different parts 
of the day. Under these circumstances, I 

the disease to be remittent fe- 
ver. Remittent fever will frequently oecur 
insidiously, and unless you are quite up to 
it, may as tw it over as some 
Sounesenta aT had many cases 


DR. ELLIOTSON ON REMITTENT FEVER, 


drag. aun coptny-en4 bo sine tosh ie new 
A remedy has 
ag ane eee by the French, from 
the willow, whiok is ecidto be ea effectual in 
the cure of as quinine. This man took 
the remedy in the same doses ; that is to 
say, be took five grains every six hours, and 
my ewan ae: remarkably well. a 
n fact, in ty ven the 
of quinine with consid wrinkle hone tn 
grains every few hours, The debility of 
this man would have induced me to give 
him this remedy, even had he not bad the 
remittent form of the disease. When I 
found him shivering in bed, and ascertained 
that he had lived at the water-side, and hed 
been pear the tower-moat, which, for some 
time past, was a disgraceful focus of malaria 
and ague, | bad no hesitation in giving him 
a remedy of this description, 1] am anxious 
tneonpente he pees serene, besnnce, 
when they are established, 
ee oth eden ten ts alte oad 
at a cheaper rate than the sulphate of qui- 
nine, although, compared with the original 
price of three guineas ounce, that is 
now exceeding cheap. This is what I am 
told, although, of course, | am not very con- 
versant with these matiers, This man took 
the same dose as is given of sulphate of qui- 
nine in severe cases, and it appeared to have 
the same effect as quinine; that is, it nei- 
ber sichoued bien ace hosted bins bim ; it was as 
innocuous as the sulphate of quinine usually 
is; Se atiahes ital oaedon 
Uioce eapaiee 0,toun olalieatant 


symptoms of continued fever, were merely | fancied oy oy be remittent fever likewise, 


eharacterised by excessive sweating ; and 
other cases, in addition to the symptoms of 
contivued fever, characterised by shivering 
at different times of the day. But there are 
other cases, again, in which the disease is 
perfectly clear from the train of shivering, 
heat, and sweating, taking place violently 
at certain periods in the twenty-four hours, 
er at certain more distant periods, besides 
the continued fever. In other cases there 
is no shivering nor sweating at intervals, 
but occasional, and, perhaps, periodical «x- 
acerbations of the heat, quickness of pulse, 
&c. That these diseases have been remit- 


of the ordinary remedies of continued fever. 
In the case of this man the remittent fe- 
ver was becoming coutinued fever; his 
eee he was constantly more 

— Se bis mind wandered, and 
Sos aaeap tie in stupor ; he was very 
deaf, and it was vecessary to combine 
the treatment demanded by the two spe- 
cies of fever. It was requisite to apply 
blisters at the back of the neck, and to give 
him mercury. He took five graiua of hy- 


but really, from the state of the man’s mind, 
I could hardly comprehend the nature of the 
es The man told me that he fre- 
qrendi had shivering at different periods of 
day, and he afterwards told me that be 
had it at certain hours, and then only at 
twelve o'clock at night; altogether he could 
oot give any account that - * satisfied me. 
cannot positively assert, but I have a strong 
suspicion that he is a little deranged. He, 
} sae ina few 2 Oe showed sufficient 
sigus of the chest, to ren- 
der it necessary to bleed him ; and observ, 
ing the irritation ia the functions of the 
head, I also deemed it requisite to have him 
copped ot the nepa.es neck. He was 
twice for the bronchitis to the amount 
of sixteen ounces each time, and afterwards 
it was necessary to take fourteen ounces 
from the back of the neck. Tague Sins 
to be treated was the i 
St Sete ee ae 
which existed, and the strength of the pulse, 
it wes necessary to take blood from the 
head; but whether he had been more or 
less beforeband, or whether the 
bead was in a state of excitement from the 
feverish condition into which he had been 
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DR. ELLIOTSON ON EPILEPSY—CROTON OIL, 555 


brought by pectoral inflammation, I can-| or two without any assistance from art, and 
not say; he could not describe his a habit of taking purgatives is much better 
to me at all, and therefore | was | avoided. There are many persons, however, 
very much in the dark. who are ill if they pass the usual time with- 
out, and nature is not always able to adjust 
EPILEPSY—EFFICACY OF CROTON OIL. sustesabdmemeba <ondikenkaaiion 
During the week six cases were present- | the bowels should be kept regularly open, 
ed, and among them was one of epilepsy,| This was the case with this women. I was 
which illustrated the common form of the | anxious that she should be a little purged, 
disease—the simple, perfect, form of the | and for this purpose, as well as for procuring 
affection, and also the mode of treat nt/a regular daily evacuation, | think no medi- 
which is the most successiul. ‘The affection | cine so useful as croton oil ; say the fraction 
eccurred in a woman, wtat. 30, who bad/of a drop; the sistb, the fourth, third, or 
been ill two years, and ever since her last | half of a drop, once a day, Some persons 
pregnancy but one. She was first seized | may take the eighth or tenth only ole drop 
when walking in the garden during the every night or morning, mixed up in any 
summer, but whether the heat of the sun-/aperient pill. ‘bis not only procures a 
beams upon her head had produced it or) regular motion, but the medicine will not 
not, I do not know. She was, however, | lose its effect; I have very seldom, indeed, 
subject to vertigo, a throbbing in the bead, | met with a case of failure. The great com- 
and some hysterical symptoms; but the | plaint against all aperient pills is, that after 
epilepsy was shown by her being insensible | a time they Jose their effect, You find when 
during the fits, foaming at the mouth, and! persons have taken the contents of a few 
complete loss of consciousness. The epi- boxes, that two must be taken instead of one, 
lepsy began during the second mouth of| or three instead of two, and at last they will 
her last pregnancy but one, and she also) take several without any effect being pro- 
lay in seven months ago. There was nothing | duced. If you put into any aperient pill 
peculiar in the affection whatever: it was | a portion of croton oil,—say one, two, three, 
the regular form of the disease, but it was|or more drops into twelve pills, and give 
interesting, as showing the use of antiphlo-|one daily, or every two or three days, 
gistic measures alone. 1 believe that by far/ you generally find the medicine preserve 
the most successful treatment for epilepsy |its opening powers. It is a rare thing 
is that of keeping down fulness, and an in- for it to lose its efficacy. On the other 
state of the head, and she was/hand, 1 continually find that less and 
accordingly twice bled to fainting. She was less of this medicine answers, and that the 
cupped on the occiput, and after that twenty | quantity may be diminished. If you be- 
leeches were applied, her bowels being re- | gin with half a drop every night, the patient 
gularly opened with croton oil; under that often willsoon require only one-third, and at 
treatment she did very well. She never had | last only oue-fourth. 1 have known instances 
a fit after she came to the hospital. She | of persons who had required halt a drop, ul- 
was admitted on the 16th of November, and | timately come to need only the tenth of a 
presented on the 23rd of December. She | drop, although they had previously been ha- 
took half a minim of croton oil every day. | bitually costive for many years; hed been 
I am anxious to impress you with the great | tormented, indeed, during the greater part 
use of croton oil in keeping the bowels regu- | of their lives. 1 think one of the most valu- 
larly open. Every practitiover knows the | able properties of croton oil is the effect 
important use of this medicine as a strong | which results from its being exhibited in 
purgative , but 1 am not aware that it is sufli- | minute and babitual doses. Still, however, 
ciently used for merely keeping the bowels/|it is to be remembered that some persons 
open. There are some persons who cannot | cannot bear it at all ; there are some persons 
have a motion every day without the aid of | whom it will always make sick in any quan- 
medicine. ‘To some persons it is perfectly | tity that is sufticient to evacuate the bowels, 
natural not to have a stool every twenty-four | and there are others whom it always gripes. 
bours, some few bave only one once a week, | You will find a peculiarity of susceptibility 
or ouce in ten days, and instances have oc- | in different people to all medicines, to sul- 
curred where there has only been a stool | phate of quinine, iron, rhubarb, and nearly 
once a month habitually, and yet the persons | every article of the materia medica: indeed 
have enjoyed perfect health; most persons,|every article even of food disagrees with 
however, are better for having one every | somebody or other. I think you will find 
day, and are uncomfortable if they have not.| croton oil a very valuable medicine when 
It vs frequently much the best for an indi-|employed in the way I have pointed out, 
vidual not to take opening medicine if his | Many persons I bave known who have heen 
bowels are only accidentally confined, for |in the habit of taking calomel or blue pill to 
nature will generally relieve herself in a day | open the bowels, than which | do not think 
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DR. ELLIOTSON ON INTERMITTENT PALSY. 


, because it 
produces a ituti effect, besides the 
effect it has upon the bowels : it keeps them 
in a state of more or lessdebility of stomach, 
and renders them very susceptible of taking 
cold : it does more than you desire, and does 
not act as a mere aperient. If, instead of put- 
ting a grain or two of calomel into an aperient 
pill, you employ the croton oil, you will find 
Mt answer perfectly well, and the constitution 
will be uninfluenced. This woman took 
a considerable quantity of the remedy ; that 
is to say, she began with half a minim every 
day, because her bowels were very torpid 
(and it was an object with me to purge her 
to carry on antiphlogistic measures briskly), 





and she took, likewise, camphorated mix- 
ture, or assafeetida mixture, on account of 
her flatulence and globus hystericus. She | 
bad not a single fit while she was in the hos- | 
pital, and she went out perfectly well, but of | 
course liable to a return of the complaint if| 
she indulge in good living, and drink malt 
liquor, wine, or spirits. 


INTERMITTENT PALSY. 

There was a case of disease of the nervous 
system presented of a curious character, the 
first of the kind I ever met with, intermit- 
tent palsy. I have read of it in authors, and 
you will find it mentioned by Cullen as 
paralysis intermittens. Now among all the 
patients I have ever seen, and these amount 
to between thirty and forty thousand, in-| 
cluding those in various public establish- 
ments and private practice, I had never met 
with an instance of this description. It was 
a case of intermittent hemiplegia. The man 
was admitted into Jacob’s Ward some time 
ago, and 1 mentioned his admission at the 
time. I gave him no medicine, because I 
was desirous of seeing whether his account 
was true or not. I seldom give medicine in 
aguish or intermittent complaints till some 
one in the hospital bus witnessed the occur- 
rence of the paroxysms. He staid here three 
weeks without having a paroxysm. He was, 
however, a very respectable man, and | di 
not doubt his account, He then went out 
of the hospital, enjoined by me to return if 
his disease reap + One day when | 
came to the tal, some time afterwards 
I found him in the courts, and he said he 
had been seized with a paroxysm that morn- 
ing, and he actually was then in a state of 
hemiplegia of the left side. I saw it myself. 
1 made him walk, and he dragged his leg in 
a semi-circular way, as patients usually do 
when they are labouring under hemiplegia, 
and he could not raise his left arm. It be- 
gan at 10 o'clock, and this was the usual 
course of the disease. He had told me ori- 
ginally that the paroxysms came on at 10 
o'clock in the morning, not every day, but 
every third or fourth day, and, with a single 
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d| chronic character. 


exception, never after a longer period than 
that ; but on one occasion there was an in- 
terval of sixteen days. He was 48 years of 
age, and had been subject to this affection 
for two vears and a half; and the paroxysm 
would last from three to four hours. But 
although it only lasted that time, he was not 
perfectly clear from it the whole of the day. 
He never knew the sms begin later 
than 11 o'clock, or earlier than 10; from 10 
to 11 was the regular period, till a week be- 
fore he had been admitted, when one attack 
came on at half-past 10 in the evening—the 
usual hour, but in the evening instead of 
the morning. ‘The affection was not more fre- 
quent then than when it first began. Theman 
looked sickly, as if be had had ague, but still 
more as if he had suffered from a hot climate, 
and it appeared that he had been in the Kast 
and West Indies, and that he had had fever 
both at Bombay and Batavia. He hed 
suffered from dysentery, and when he was 
in the hospital he had diarrhea. I do not 
doubt that this was the effect of malaria— 
that his hemiplegia was a form of ague. I 
will not quarrel about words, you might say 
it was uot ague, because unattended by 
shivering, fever, or sweating; but I have 
no doubt it was as much the effect of malaria 
as ague is: it was merely a variety of the 
same affection of the system. Supposing 
this to be the case, and having witnessed a 
paroxysm myself, | now gave him the sul- 
phate of quivine, and as the disease was of 
long conliees 1 began with a good quantity, 
—five grains every six hours ; this medi- 
cine very soon put a stop to the complaint, 
but not till I had increased the dose to ten 
grains every six hours, so that he took forty 
grains in the twenty-four hours. This is 
the dose that is often required in ee 
ague, and the present was a worse form of 
the disease than quartan, because it occurred 
on the third or fourth day, and the longer 
the interval between the attacks, the greater 
is the difficulty of curing the affection, which 
may be considered as so much the more of a 
It is not a matter of 

wonder that that large quantity was requir- 
ed, He continued in the ital from his 
first admission on the 13th of October till 
the 23d of December,—rather more than 
three months, without any other attack 
whatever, and his health became Greatly im- 
ed. Itis wrong to suppose mala- 
word nothing more than produce these 
particular forms of intermittent disease ; it 
poisons the whole body, and many persons 
are destroyed by it who never had ague at 
all, so deadly is the poison. His health, 
however, regularly improved under the qui- 
nine ; he became 8 , his countenance 
was better, and altogether he found that he 
had received very benefit from it. 
However, on the 28th of ihe same month, 
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five after his presentation, he came to 
me, ph that he had had a slight attack, 
avery slight one, that morning, but still it 
was an attack, and it rather later 
than usual, some little time after 11 o'clock. 
When 1 saw him, at about half-past one 
o'clock, it was then nearly gone off. I in- 
creased the quantity of roy smd of quinine 
to fifteen grains every six hours, and if that 
be not sufficient I shall give him more, as he 
is to come to me from time totime. I had a 
person in the hospital who was not cured of 
ague with less than a scruple every six hours 
and therefore I shall not be surprised if that 
quantity be required in the case of this man ; 
but I have no doubt that eventually he will 
be perfectly cured, though he may need very 
large doses. 

This is a very interesting case, proving 
that paralysis is not necessarily an organic 
affection ; that hemiplegia does not neces- 
sarily arise from effusion, or from compres- 
sion of any kind, at least of an organic na- 
ture. If any compression do occur in this 
man, it can onl daring the fit, for at 
other times he is perfectly well; itis en- 
tirely, I presume, an affair of rene in- 
duced bya particular poison. 1 have at this 
moment in private practice a very curious 
case, in which disease bas arisen from mala- 
ria; it has occurred in a young gentleman 
about eleven years of age, who lives by the 
side of the Thames. He had diarrhea at 
school, which was allowed to run on; he 
was, however, taken home, and treated very 

tly by the gentleman who attended 
the. family, by leeches to the abdomen, 
and I believe a blister, and all went on very 
well. He had tenderness just on one side 
of the umbilicus; he was, however, seized 
all at once, at a certain hour of the evening, 
with violent irritation, severe itching, ting- 
ling, and redness at the leech-bites, some 
feverishness, just at the very part where all 
the leeches had been applied, and every 
leech-bite became red and swoollen. His 
sufferings were extreme, but after i 
for a certain time, all these symptoms went 
away. At the same hour the following even- 
ing the same thing occurred, the leech-bites 
became swelled and hot, and he fell into a 
state of general excitement, from, as it 
would appear, the itching and tingling. The 
medical gentleman immediately saw him, 
and thought the attack was of an aguish 
character, and, as the family lived in a low 
— the side of the Thames, he gave 

t 


however, was sent for, and I told the family 
that I was quite satisfied that the youth 
was going on right; that the quinine was 
the only remedy, and that it must be per- 
sonendle in at the same doses. ‘Ihe fits were 
very distressing indeed to the family, alarm- 
ing, and we both agreed that it was better to 
go on with twenty grains in the twenty- 
four hours. The next day the paroxysms 
appeared later and more slightly, and then 
came on once in two or three days, and still 
more slightly ; he presently became perfectly 
well. Atthe end of a month he went out 
of doors, and was exposed to cold, and from 
his extreme anxiety to regain the time he 
had lost from school, for he was a fine boy, 
a paroxysm came on again, but rather mildly; 
the medicine was again had recourse to, and 
the immediate effect was a postponement 
and alleviation of the next paroxysm, and I 
have no doubt that if he continue to take 
the remedy for some weeks, he will not 
have a relapse. These remedies will not 
cure the disease unless you give them for 
some time after the disease has appeared to 
cease. Sometimes it is necessary to give 
them for many weeks ; sometimes it is ne- 
cessary to do more than this—to remove the 
patient from the spot. Just as in syphi- 
lis, if a person get cured, and return to 
the same quarters, the mercury he has 
taken will, of course, not prevent him from 
again catching the disease ; so a person may 
be cured of ague, but if he continue to live 
in the same unhealthy quarters, of course 
the poison may operate afresh upon him ; 
and as in syphilis mercury must be taken 
for some time after the symptoms have all 
disappeared, so must quinine after ague. 


DROPSY—DISEASE OF THE HEART AND 
LUNGS FROM DRINKING. 

I had better speak of the other cases in 
the next lecture, as our time is exhausted ; 
I will, however, show you the lungs and 
heart of an old gentleman, whom yoy myst 
have seen several times in William's Ward, 
He came to the hospital last spring, with his 
legs much bigger than his thighs ought to 
have been, and his thighs nearly as large as 
his body should have been. By giving him 
full doses of claterium, many grains in the 
course df a day, after he had been here a 
month or two, he went out perfectly free 
from dropsy ; however, as he had had an 
effusion into the pleure and pericardium, 
and a diseased heart, it was clear that his 
sympt would all return. He came back 





this lad twenty grains of sulphate of qui 


in divided doses, before the time of the 
next expected paroxysm. The attack came 
on the next evening, but at a later period | 
than usual, showing that the remedy had | 
produced an impression. It is common for | 
the remedy not to stop the disease at once, | heart beat violently over a 
but to cause the fits to be postponed, — bellows sound was lo 





some time ago, with his symptoms more 
or less renewed, and the disease of his heart 
was then still apparent. There was a vio- 
lent beating—a strong action of the left ven- 
tricle, attended with a bellows sound. The 
t extent, and 
at some dis- 
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tance from the asual part, far to the left side, 
rendering it certain that he had hypertrophy 
and dilatation, and a difficult egress to the 
blood in the left ventricle. It was quite 
clear that there was h besides 
anesarca; on the right side of the chest 
there was not the least hollowness of sound 
on percussion, or i murmur, even 
up to the clavicle, to some extent there 
the same dulness on the left side. There 
no rattle; nothing to show any in- 

ion of the bronchie or air-cells. 
in opening the heart, you will see that 
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CLINICAL LECTURE, Jan. 10, 1831, 
VARIOUS CASES. 

I was finishing, Gentlemen, in the last 

lecture, the cases which would have been 
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ventricle is —_ much thickened and 
i ; you observe that the aorta is much 
I cannot show you the narrow- 
of the mouth, because it is all laid open, 
on passing the finger down, it was found 
exceedingly narrow. The roots of the 
valves are very much hardened, and 
hole is constricted, so that, though 
plates of the valves are free from dis- 
, the mouth of the vessel was strictured. 
Effasion into the chest will occur from dis- 
ease of the pleura. You will find in many 
chronic cases of ascites and hydrothorax 
(and, by the way, chronic cases of hydro- 
thorax are very rare, excepting as a symptom 
of disease of the heart), that the pleura and 
peritoneum are diseased. You see here that 
the pleura is much diseased ; much thicker 
and harder than it tto be; there is a 
chronic organic affection of the membrane. 
All that can be done in such acase is to ex- 
cite absorption from time to time by diure- 
ties, and more particularly by strong purga- 
tives, of which elaterium is the best. The 
lungs under the diseased pleura were imper- 
vious to the air; they were not exactly in a 
state of hepatization nor of induration, but 
had become of a very tough impervious cha- 
racter. The liver is more or less diseased ; 
the biliary part is much increased. I believe 
he had been a hard drinker at one time of 
his life, and whenever people assume that 
ebaracter, of course they pay the penalty 
sooner or later. One of the best sermons 
for drunkards, and for regular and respectable 
tipplers, would be to exbibit to them the 
heart, lungs, and liver of adruvkard by the 
side of specimens of sound organs. It would 
produce more effect than all the good advice 
that could be given them. I had just 

to exhibit elaterium as I did when he was 
here formerly, and no doubt should have 

dead 


a 


preterity 








spoken of a fortnight ago, had it not been 
Christmas week, and which had been pre- 
sented during the preceding week, but two 
or three of remained unmentioned. 

Fever.—One was a case of continued fe- 
ver ina woman, but there was nothing par- 
ticular in it. It occurred with the usual 
symptoms, and was cured in my usual way. 

Rheumatism.— Another was a case of 
acute rheumatism the a 
the usual symptoms ; it presently yi to 
the free exhibition of ach. radicis. colch, 

Asthma.—A third case was one of asthma 
among the men, which arose from chronic 
bronchitis. A great number of cases of 
what is called asthma, are nothing more 
than chronic bronchitis F Fx pr when 
patients have spasmodic di ty of breath- 
ing, in a great number of instances chronic 
bronchitis is united with it, and is its 
foundation and groundwork. When the 
bronchial tubes are in a state of chronic 
irritation or inflammation, they are often 
thrown from time to time into spasms, and 
persons consequently experience paroxysms 
of dyspnoea. We daily see cases of spas- 
modic difficulty of breathing united with 
cbronic irntation and excessive secretion of 
the mucous membrane; and from the dis- 
ease being so common, I shall say nothing 
of this individual case. 





OVARIAN DROPSY. 

A woman with ovarian dropsy went out 
of the hospital this week. You will recol- 
leet that a woman was admitted a few days 
before of very large size, who had been 
twice tapped. Her size was immense, and 
her health did not particularly suffer. It 
was evident from this cireumstance, as well 
as from the disease having begua on one 
side low down, that the dropsy was ova- 


time in emptying him.) rian, When the dropsy is peritoneal, the 


1 before found it necessary, after trying | health suffers infinitely more than when it is 
small doses, to give him daily a grain, and lovarian. The ovary is @ part not 

repeat it every two hours Gill it purged him to life. Indeed itis out of the way of ex- 
thoroughly ; and gradually less and less had | ternal injury, liable neither to mechanical 
been required. But, poor man, he had be- violence, like the brain, for example ; nor to 


come fretful, and having been in better cir- 
cumstances, began to be haughty and into- 
lerant to the other patients, and at last put 





himself into so great a rage about some nen- | exercise ; nor is it, like the lungs, exposed 


injury of our own infliction, like the stomach, 
whic ffers from improper ingesta ; or 
like the heart, which suffers from violent 
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other important viscera, so as to 
» great injury is occa- 

is usually i 
| disease. This woman's health 
t very little. It did not appear 
i that the whole of the ovary was 
, and for this reason,—that when- 
was ‘~~. a considerable tumour 
ill remained, informed me that she 
twice, and after each time 
she had very soon become as large as she 

was before. 


You may learn from this case, what I 
think a well-ascertained fact, that when a 
woman with ovarian dropsy has been once 
tapped, the tendency to accumulate is in- 
creased toa very high degree. A woman, 
if she be not tapped, may go on for a great 
length of time, I have known the disease 
go on for fifteen years, gradually increasing 
all the time, but very slowly, without tap- 
ping. A woman, however slowly she may 

¢ increased before, will, if you an in- 
crease generally rapidly; and it should there- 
fore ro pe over to tap a case of ovarian 
dropsy, till the distension is such that the 
Operation is indispensable. You will after- 
wards have to again and again, so 
great does the tendency to secretion be- 
come, Of course it is necessary to tap a 
patient if there be great pain from disten- 
sion, which cannot be relieved by medicine 
or topical means. But you will find gene- 
vally,—I seldom use the word ** wniver- 
saily,”—that when the ovary bas once been 
tapped, the fluid accumalates in a ten-fold 
degree. This had never been preg- 
You will find that a great number of 
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pant, 
women with ovarian dropsy are single wo- 


men, or if they have been in the way of 
impregnation it has never answered. The 
ovaries are generally indisposed to the per- 
formance of thie Sanctions, and disposed to 
disease. This woman was thirty-five years 
of age, and had been married thirteen years, 
but had never been pregnant. The dropsy 
had existed fourteen months, and she had 
been tapped twice. The last time she had 
been tapped, was three weeks before her 
admission, and she had been tapped only 
three weeks before that for the first time. 
She had gone on s of twelve months 
without being ta » but having been once 
tapped, was obliged to undergo the opera- 
tion again in three weeks, and then in three 
weeks more she was in such a state of dis- 
tension, that I found it n to have 

soon after her admission. She 


her ta 
wubel'e be tapped immediately, I put 
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her off, however, as many days as I could, 
to give her a chance of the joa of the 
fluid, but at length [ was obliged to have 
recourse to the operation. 

When the flaid was let out, I believe about 
twenty-nine pints came away, but there 
still remained a considerable tumour within 
the abdomen, exactly as, she said, had been 
the case after the two preceding operations. 
It seemed mE | tater han aay 
formed a large sac, while other parts formed 
other sacs. In some of those cases, in which 
&@ tumour remains after the ion, you 
will have an enlarged ovary, and ascites 
around it; I should say ascites of the peri- 
toneum, for both are ascites,—there is an as- 
cites of the peritoneum, and an ascites of the 
ovarium, But besides the disease of the 
ovarium, whether dropsy or solid enlarge- 
ment, you will sometimes find dropsy of 
the peritoneum. In that case, however, the 
heulth materially alters; the patient does 
uot last so long as in a case of this deserip- 
tion. I should imagine, therefore, from the 
very fair—I may say good state of this 
woman’s health, that she was not labouring 
under dropsy of the peritoneum. But I am 
not absolutely certain, It might either be 
dropsy of the peritoneum around a diseased 
ovarium, or one portion of the ovary might 
be far more distended than the rest—the 
fluid of this part being unconnected with 
the rest in the organ. 

I was beginning to rub upon the abdo- 
men, for an hour night and morning, the 
hydriodate of potass, in the form of an 
omtment made up with a drachm to an 
ounce of adeps, and to give her inter- 
nally the solution of the hydriodate of 
potass, made with a drachm to an ounce 
of distilled water. I began with fifteen 
minims three times a day, and had in- 
creased the dose to forty-five minims three 
times aday. I believe that if any medicine 
does good in these cases, it is iodine. It is 
wrong, in a case of dropsy of the ovary, to 
give violent purgatives and diuretics, for 
they will all fail, and mercury will do na 
good, but assist in breaking up the consti- 
tution. If iodine did not exist, | would not 
use any medicine at all; for, excepting io- 
dine, | never saw any medicine, whatever 
the kind, prove of the slightest service. I have 
seen large t diminished, and some 
cases apparently cured by this remedy, but, 
of course, we are not to expect general suc- 
cess, because a large mass of disease frequently 
exists, of which it would be too much to 
expect that this, or any other medicine, 
would cause the absorption. Ilowever, there 
is a woman now in the hospital, who bas 
had the disease four years, and lies a bed 
or twu distant from this woman, whose ab- 
domen is steadily diminishing under the ex- 
ternal and internal use of iodine, but whe- 
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ns peta ten 


ten that I recollect 
wellattending cant oftisdverption wi 
combination of ciaatandotien, 


“sold enlargemeotof the ovary, and dropsy | all 


of the peritoneum. It occurred in a young 
lady. The abdomen had enlarged first on one 
side, and ted a cireumscribed solid 
tumour, but by degrees the whole of the 
abdomen increased together, and fluctuation 
was ible. Her health declined very 
much, and it was soon necessary to tap her; 
and the moment the operation was per- 
formed aud the ieen out, a anaes 
perceptible on one as large as the 
pe Ae ee nates vertical line 
» Projecting considerably forwards. 
A @ time, the water again accumulated 
in the peritoneum, the circumscribed tu- 
mour was lost, and tapping was required 
view. "The when the tumour again came into 
‘he operation was performed seve- 
ral times, and, finally, she tied. The case 
made an impression on me, from the cir- 
cumstance that a man was called in, who 
has since become very notorious for bis 
cases, I had considered it my cuty to 
inform the friends, that a surgeon must 
attend from time to time, and let out 
the fluid, by which means life would be 
protracted, but that as for curing the dis- 
ease, it was aut of the question. ‘This 
it was my duty to say, that, if my attend- 
ance were commanded, it might not be in 
the hope of my curing ‘the case. An honest 
opinion like this was not acceptable or be- 
lieved, and a man of art, not of science, was 
called in, who, of course, said be could 
effect a cure, which of course, from the im- 
pudent positiveness of his declaration, was 
at once believed. He began immediately to 
rub the lady’s abdomen.’ I was asked to 
meet him, bat declined. I begged to retire 
while he bad the charge of the ease, but 
I expressed my readiness, should they again 
require my assistance, immediately to at- 
tend. He accordingly took the case under 
his care, and commenced the same evening 
to rub the abdomen, and when he had rub- 
bed and wiped the abdomen, and even his 
cups clean, he told the patient, as she her- 
self informed me, that he had “ dilled the 
uump.” He attended the next day and 
rubbed again, and when the second rubbing 
was over he told her that he had ‘ reduced 
the tump one-third.” He rubbed again 
in the middle of the day, and then he said 
he had “ reduced the Lump one-half,” 
He continued rubbing, or standing by while 
he caused rubbing, three times ajday ; but 
what the a ag of diminution was | 
forget. ‘The fact, however, was, that the 
water accumulated in the peritoneum again, 
and enveloped the tumour as it bad done 


to be tapped again, I was sent for, and a 
very eminent surgeon of another hospital 
attended with me, who had always tapped 
her before. ‘The man who had been called 
in, wished to bring his own Who 
that was I do not know, but the family 
not allow the operation o be performed by « 
stranger. The surgeon 

me was not to be told that this worthy man 
had been called in, and I kept it a secret 
from him, but he was to give his honest 
opinion whether the tumour was larger or 


ue 


rendered flabby, and the 

stood out on one side, he was asked his opi- 

nion, and honestly replied that he was 
was 


bing, reduced it one-third the next, and 
one-half the third time! However, not- 
withstanding this, the same individual at- 
tended for a considerable length of time 
afterwards, and, among other things, he re- 
commended an “ earth bath,” which he pre- 
posed to make by puiting some “ garden 
mould” into a warm bath ; but this 
posal he was not allowed to carry into elect. 
{t was, in fact, merely making a warm-bath 
dirty. He bad heard of an “ earth-bath,” 
as it is called, which is given by bury- 
ing the patient up to the chin in earth, 
aud is practised in some countries, “7 
thought this earth-bath might be made if 
he took a few handfuls of garden mould and 
put them into warm water. The family asked 
my opinion, and I jinformed them that. if 

® certain quantity of mould was put into 
warm water, it would make a 

bath; thatif a certain quantity more were 
added, it would make mud—a mud bath. 
The family viewed this in its 
would not allow it. At last 
him, and suddenly sent him about his busi- 
ness, At another time he had thought of 
a fomentation, but positively did not know 
how to make it; he applied the stalks of his 
herbs instead of the strained liquor, and so 
hurt and scratched the patient that she 
would not allow it. He was not then con- 
scious of skill in any particular disease, but 
cured cases in general, and has since ac- 
quiredabigh reputativa among people of con- 
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was accurately foretold and faith- 

fully forth by Moore the poet. 
Whether Mr. Moore thought of him when 
ily,” or not, I 


p- bydriodate often acting 


“ There’s Jack the doctor ; night and day 
Hundreds of patients so besiege him, 
You'd swear that all the rich and gay 
Fell sick on purpose to oblige him. 
And while they think (the precious ninnies!) 
He’s counting o’er their pulse so steady, 
The rogue but counts how many guineas, 
He’s tobbed for that day’s work already. 
I'll ne’er forget th’ old maid's alarm, 
When feeling thus Miss Sukey Flirt, he 
Said as he dropped her shrivelled arm, 
‘ D——d bad this morning—only 30.” 
His skill too in young ladies’ lungs, 
The grace with which (most mild of men) 
He begs them to put out their tongue, 
Then bids them put it in again! 
In short there ’s none like Doctor Jack ; 
Take all your doctors, great and small, 
Of present times and ages back, 
Dear Doctor Fudge is worth them al!.” 
(Much laughter.) 
However, to go on with the particular | 
case : this woman was tapped in the hospi-| 
tal, and after the tapping a certain degree of | 
inflammation came on. This is not a very 
unusual thing after tapping. Under such 
circumstances it would have heen exceed- 
ingly injudicious to have allowed her stimu- 
lants. She, however, had been accustomed, 
she said, after her former operations, to be 
allowed porter. Here, she had leeches ap- 
plied more than once to the abdomen on 
account of internal inflammation which 
came on. When it was necessary to re-| 
sort to this treatment to overcome perito- 
nitis, it would have been absurd and inju- 
rious at the same time to have allowed her 
porter. But she was so displeased with 
me for not allowing her porter, that she left 
the hospital in this inflammatory state, and 
what became of her afterwards 1 do not 
know. 





VISCERAL ENLARGEMENT. 
A case was presented, illustrating the 


beneficial operation of mercury and iodine 
in visceral enlargement and in effesion. A 
woman was admitted ia October, aged 33, 
saying she had been ill three months. She 
had ascites and edema of the legs, and the 
liver could be felt distinctly, hard and en- 
larged, its well-defined moti descending to 
the umbilicus. I began with two grains of 
submuriate of mercury twice a day, and con- 
tinued it after her mouth had become sore, 
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in sufficient doses to keep up a gentle sore- 
ness. She took also the anion of the 
hydriodate of potass, at first ten minims, 
and at length seventy minims each dose. The 
ointment of the hydriodate was well rabbed 
into the abdomen night and morning. She 
soon made a large quantity of water, the 
- : ully as a 

luretic in ; soon her y 
almost citioaly,tond the liver became he 
and much less hard, so that she considered 
herself well enough to leave us at the end 
of December. 

A female died that week of phthisis, who 
had been admitted labouring under acute 
laryngitis, which had supervened upon the 
chronic form of the disease, but which was 
soon arrested by leeches and ptyalism ; the 
consumption of course proceeded. 


In the same week two patients only were 
allotted me, one of which was a case of 
phthisis, and the other of pediculi in the 
bead, 

LICE. 

You will think it singuler that a patient 
should be admitted merely for vermin in bis 
head ; however, | did not admit him, and I 
presume he was edmitted because he had an 
eruption in the face, and because he applied 
when there were so many beds vacant, that 
every one who applied was admitted. It 
was not known when he was admitted that 
he was in this unfortunate state, otherwise 


| he would not have been received, because 


there is a rule that no person with vermin 
shall be admitted into the house. He came in 
with an extensive papular e:uption on his 
face, and the case is important in that re- 
spect. He was admitted on account of the 
eruption. When I went to the ward to see 
him, and was told by him there was nothing 
else the matter with him, | really could not 
understand what the eruption arose from. 
It was of a character that puzzled me, and 
I did not give itaname. The nurse, how- 
ever, requested me, and for very obvious 
reasons, not to gotoo near to him. It then 
struck me that the eruption arose from the 
inhabitants of the head, aud I ordered the 
head to be washed with a strong decoction 
of staves acre, which is an acrid poison. On 
the next visit the eruption was gone, and 
nearly the whole of the myriads of vermin 
destroyed, a few only remained at the Day 
and I discharged him with such an 

ance of the decoction as would soon entirelv 
eradicate them. 

Now this case is interesting, as pointing 
out that an eruption may arise from acci- 
dent, that is, without any fault in the con 
stitution or skin itself, but from external 
causes, ‘This was a sailor, but an extremely 
clean respectable-looking man for his situa- 
tion in life, I asked him how he had fallen 
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into sach @ condition, and he told me he had oe of one leg, and violent pains 
been in Russia, where I believe that lice | o in the day, felt not in my stomach, 
to @ very great extent (some tra-| bat actually in or on my ribs, whieh 1 could 
say that every Russien teems with | instanily remove by putting my finger dowa 
them from the palace to the hovel), and that | my throat, and bringmmg up a or two 
in some of the Russian sea-port|of very acid fluid, I conceived that the 
towns that he kad acquired the vermin. I/| pain arose ftom that cause, And with re- 
was power to li Spect to the palpitation, every part of the 
as easily from their Russian foes. (Laugh-|heart was beating with equal ; that is 
ter.) to say, there was not one veutricle, or one 
1 may mention, while on this subject, | auricle, or two ventricles and one auricle, 
that there was a naturalist, a great ento-| beating with more force than the rest, or 
mologist, and a very clever man, who bad} with unusual noise, but with equally ex- 
an éruption in another part of the body, | cessive rapidity and force; and when this 
which he could not understand. He was/is the case, you may be almost sure there is 
not in practice, though a physician. He|no organic disease. She also was subject 
went to Mr. Abernethy, who at once told|to vomiting, which rendered it still more 
him his eruption arose vermin. ‘They | probable that the source of the disease was 
were not of the same description, but in-/the stomach, The only medicine she took 
habited a warmer climate—a more southera was prussic acid; at first two minims 
region—nearer to the equater—and if you | three times a day, and the dose was gradu- 
like to name it from its inhabitants, the | ally increased to seven. As the remedy 
tropic of cancer, and they, like other in-| did not produce any effect at first, I gra- 
habitants of warm climates, were of a darker | dually increased the dose to three, four, 
hue. The naturalist had wished to observe and so on, till it came to seven minims, and 
the habits of those creatures, and for this then the complaint gave way. After a 
purpose had procured, he told me,afew,and|short time, however, I found that the 
transferred them to the spot which he knew | medicine began to disagree with her a 
was their proper soil, and he had afterwards little; and 1 was obliged to reduce the 
entirely forgotten the circumstance. They quantity to five minims, The girl went 
however incteased and multiplied, and reple- | away perfectly well. 
nished the spot, and great irritation of the; If you only give antacids in these cases, 
came on, followed by an eruption, and you merely remove the effect, while the 
rendering him very miserable. It is curi- cause remains; bat if you give prussic 
ous enough that, though he was a nata-/acid, you relieve the morbid irritability of 
alist and great entomologist, he had not|the stomach, which is the grand cause of 
the slightest idea of the cause of his suffer- | the disease. It was of course nec 
ings, nor recollected that he himself had | to keep her bowels open, and for that pur- 
been the instrament of emigration and colo- | Pose she took colocynth pills; but it was 
Rization. A single good powdering with /not till the dose of acid was imereased to 
white precipitate, or at the utmost two,|/a considerable amount, that a cessation of 
washed off at the end of half an hour, never the vomiting, a cessation of the acidity, and 
fails to exterminate the tribe. | a cessation of the palpitation, took place. 
lhave not been able to control palpitation of 
ithe heart by prussic acid, where it has de- 
| pended an affection of the heart itself, but 
where it has arisen from the state of the 
case of dyspepsia in @ female, which was| stomach, then I have contro'led it exceed- 
attended by palpitation of the heart. She ingly well, and caused it to go away ex- 
Was sixteen years of age, and had been ilt|actly as it did in this case, together with 
fifteen months. You wiil find palpitation of | the affection of the stomach, 
the heart very frequent at that age, often) —— 
with dyspepsia, but without organi¢ disease | 
of ae biex, or any inflammation of that | reste ngs 
organ. Here I fuund a pain in the lower) There was @ case of erysipelas brought 
part*of the cardiac region to the outside, | in to Williom's Ward, whieh was very slight, 
and I believe this arose entirely from the | and gave way, | believe, simply to tow diet 
state of the stomach, because she had great! and the application of cold water or an 
acidity. She bad lai leeches and blisters evaporating lotion to the face; it required 
applied, and been frequently bled, bat! nothing more. The sulphate of quinine was 
without any relief. There was no reason prescribed, in véry small doses, before I saw 
to suppose it was ot all inflammatory; but! the patient, bet from whet I observed of 
finding that she bed such extreme acidity | the case, L do not thiuk it had any shure m 
of the stomach, and recollecting that I my- | controlliug the diseuse ; it was such a case 
self had great acidity of the stomach during | as you will see give way every day to the 
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DYSPEPSIA AND PALPITATION OF 
THE MEART. 
There was presented, during the week, a 








=|. 6. ss wea . 





PSC RrRSGSE SE "SES SESP See are 


RH EUMATISM.—MANSLAUGHTER.—PARALYSIS AGITANS. 563 


application of cold, and to placing the pa- 
tient on low set the appli oun 

Many persons e application of co 
in oryelpalas; in general there is no occa- 
sion for such apprehension, I have never 
known i'l effects from it, and I have resort- 
ed to it, I had almost said, in hundreds of 
cases. If the patient feels it unpleasant, 
then it is improper to continue it; and you 
know my practice is to apply cold as long 
only as it is pleasant, but to change it for 
a warm application, if the warmth becomes 
more agreeable to the feelings of the patient. 
In general cold is exceedingly grateful in 
such cases, and | believe never does harm 
if you properly attend to the feelings of the 
patient, and take care to institute such eva- 
cuations as may be demanded. 

A case has occurred of erysipelas in a 
man admitted for chronic peripneumonia 
and bronchitis, which | will mention at 
this moment. An abscess had taken place 
about the situation of the pectoral muscle. 
The other day 1 found him with erysipeles 
of the corresponding shoulder, extending 
over the upper part of the back. In such 
a case it is very common to find it spread 
all over the back and sides. Now, I have 
found the best effects produced by applying 
the nitrate of silver around the inflamed 
part; it has prevented the inflammation 
from spreading. It was had recourse to in 
this case in this manner :—A sort of ribbon 
of the nitrate of silver was made around it, 
and the affection did not pass beyond that 
ribbon. A stick of the nitrate of silver was 
wetted and rubbed to about the breadth of an 
inch and a half, all around the inflamed part, 
giving something like the appearance of the 
river Thames in the maps of London, and 
the erysipelas was arrested ; it never went 
beyond that mark. 

I have seen a curious circumstance take 
place in two or three cases where this ap- 
plication was not made perfecfly—where 
there was not perfect continuation, but a 
little portion of the skin was left watouched. 
The erysipelas found its wey through the 
aperture, through the breach occasioned by 
the want of continuity in the application 
of the nitrate of silver, and spread as it 
would have done almost as if no nitrate of 
silver had been applied. 

It is @ very curious circumstance, that the 
nitrate of silver bas this property much 
more than any other application. A Odlis- 
ter will sometimes have the same effect, 
bot it is not always to be depended upon. 
Mr. Higginbotiom’s book deserves your 
perusal, 

This case ic worth your notice, for the 
disease would undoubtedly have spread, and 
the mat would, iu all probability, have died 
had it nét been for this application, The 
men was much debilitated, and he had the 





sulphate of quifine in large and frequent 
doses ; strong beef:tea, and every descrip- 
tion of nourishment, were administered, 


MERCURIAL KHEUMATISM, 


I shall have no time at present to dwell 
particularly on the other cases that have 
been presented, but I may mention, that 
there was a case of mercurial rheumatism 
presented which gave way under the é¢xhi- 
bition of mercury, When rheumatism comes 
on during or soon after the exhibition of mer- 
cury, the best way to get rid of it for the 
most part is to give mercury again. 


SPASMODIC COUGH. 


I may mention a case of spasmodic cough 
in a young man who died through being 
seized with peripneumony. He came in 
with a spasmodic cough, which had for 
some time been treated antiphlogistically in 
vain, I know that in many cases of that 
description, where there is no disease in 
the lungs, nor pain, nor rattle, but simply 
a violent, tearing, noisy cough, coming on 
in sudden fits, and without expectoration, 
Tron has a great effect, and I have cured 
many such cases with different preparations 
of iron. This case was yielding rapidly to 
it, when the door of the ward was unfortu- 
nately set open one day after my visit, to 
ventilate the ward, during the severe frost, 
and when I saw him he was actually dying !* 


PARALYSIS AGITANS,. 


There was a case of chronic bronchitis 
also presented among the men, and one of 
caries of the pelvic bones ina boy. But I 
wish just to mention before we part, the case 
of paralysis agitans, which I spoke of in the 
first lecture this season, and which went out 
last week, I am sorry to say, no better than 
when the patient came in. | gave him iron 
freely, but it failed, He was freely and 
regularly electrified, but in vain, and the 
cold shower bath was had recourse to with 
no more success. He said that the iron had 
liberated him from the pain in the head 
which he had before he began that medi- 
cine, and the iron had made him stronger, 
but certainly he shook just as much at last as 
he did before. His right hand and tongue 
trembled as much as ever. 

It is a curious thing that St. Vitus's dance 
is a disease that will yield in a very marked 
manner to the exhibition of iron, and that L 
was first led to know this by giving the 
carbonate of iron ina case of paralysis agi- 
tans with complete success, after it had 

roved intractable to every other means, 
Thinking that paralysis ayitans and St. 





© Was any inquest held on this unfortunate 
creature, and what was the verdict ? 
Oz 
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Vitus’s dance were very much alike, I gave 
the remedy in large 
number of cases, 
been able to cure a case of paralysis agitans, 
though I have had five or six cases of the 
disense, and given the carbonate of iron very 
freely. I believe the reason is, in pa- 
ralysis agitans the disease depends generally 
upon a structural change—that the nervous 
system is in a state of organic disease ; and 
when that is the case, you cannot expect any 
relief to be produced by such remedies. [ 
am aware of only one dissection in such a 
ease, and that is related by the late Mr. 
Parkinson, in which he said, that many of 
the nerves had become indurated like ten- 
dons, the medulla oblongata and pons varolii 
were greatly condensed. I have no doubt 
that if other cases were examined, an organic 
change would also be found. 





PSORIASIS, LEPE.A, LEUCORRHG@A, &e. 


A woman was presented who had been ad- 
mitted in October, and her case was one of 
considerable interest. Her disease had exist- 
ed some years, and was an intense psoriasis, 
affecting many parts, but the forearms and 
hands universally. Her head ached, and she 
was drowsy. I bled her repeatedly, and the 
blood was often buffed. She took diluted 
sulphuric acid three times a day; at first 
20 minims, and gradually more and more 
tillthe dose was 100. She was kept to low 
diet. Though she had been ill many years, 
she soon recovered, and when she went out, 
had no longer psoriasis, but a slight degree 
of distinct lepra: only, however, a few 
spots in the back of the fore-arm, which she 
did not consider sufficient to make it worth 
her while to stay longer in the hospital. 

Two cases of lepra were also presented, 
marked by dark redness of the spots, and 
an ulcer, in one case, of the tongue, in the 
other, of the throat. They were easily cured 
with mercury. A case of leucorrhaa, in 
which an injection of nitrate of silver had 
been very beneficial; and a case of acute 

hrenitis, which some would have called 

ever, but which soon yielded to local bleed - 
ing, mercury, and low diet, were presented 
at the same time. 

The patients admitted on the 6th were 
four women and seven men; the former 
labouring under gastralgia, hematemesis, 
rheumatism, and syphilitic nodes; the latter 
under pericarditis, inflammatory headach 
after a blow, three under rheumatism, one 
under syphilitic lepra and lichen, and one 
under syphilitic pains. 





MEDICAL REFORM. 









THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, Jan ,22, 1831. 


—_— 


Tue members of the medical profession, 
whether of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Colleges, of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Universities, of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Medical Companies, must not for s moment 
forget that we have of late entered very 
minutely and diffusely into the discussion of 
medical mis-legislation and abuses, with a 
view to their immediate and permanent re- 
moval. Medicine has too long been dis- 
tracted by contradictory and illiberal laws, 
and the rights of the members have been 
abridged by nearly all those men of station 
who have professed to be influenced in their 
conduct by the desire of securing the wel- 
fare of the profession and the health of the 
community. The empty pretensions, how- 
ever, of the would-be patriots have been 
fully exposed, and our persecuted brethren 
are now instructed that there is no hope of 
redemption, but from that which is founded 
upon their knowledge and exertions. When 
we recollect that the members of the medi- 
cal profession constitute one of the most 
numerous, and by far the most learned, body 
of men in the United Kingdom, every other 
feeling merges to amazement on beholding 
their care-worn, degraded, and miserable 
position, While they have been undeviat- 
ingly exercising their faculties in order to 
lessen the miseries and sufferings of others, 
they have betrayed a shameful indifference 
to their own wants, and to the necessities of 
their contemporaries, With the vast influ- 
ence they must possess amongst all ranks 
of society, it is quite clear that nothing but 
the most culpable inactivity could have left 
medical men, at the present advanced era, 
so disgustingly prostrate before their impo- 
tent oppressors. The medical Colleges and 
Companies are the pest-houses of the pro- 
fession. This has long been known ; yet in 
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no instance bas the profession come forward 
as a body, as an assemblage of intelligent 
men, determined to rid themselves of the 
cankers which had been preying upon their 
vitals, to effect their annihilation, or even 
their partial overthrow. The foundation of 
these institutions is so rotten, and the 
means hitherto adopted for their support, 
have been so corrupt, that they would fall, 
never to rise again, before a single well- 
directed impulse of public opinion. If the 
members of the profession had not breathed 
the foul air generated by collegiate impuri- 
ties ; if they had not been most foolishly 
taught to yield a slavish obedience, and 
to view with submissive respect, the self- 
appointed dispensers of medical law and 
patronage, they would long since have been 
freed from the galling shackles of their thral- 
dom. Vorrarne has said truly, that men who 
have been long inured to the darkness of 
slavery, are the last to seek to obtain, or to 
enjoy when they have obtained it, the light 
and blessings of liberty. Strong, powerful, 
masculine minds, at once shrink back, flushed 
with rage and indignation, on beholding the 
tyranny of our Colleges, and the hideous ef- 
fects of corporate misrule. Hence it is, that 
the well-informed portion of the public, men 
of liberality and learning, are shocked and in- 
dignant beyond expression, at the exposure 
of those abuses which have been commu- 
nicated to the public within the last few 
years,—abuses, however, to which the 
members of the profession have tamely sub- 
mitted during many successive generations, 
The fact that the colleges have never, in 
any one instance, added to the stores of our 
knowledge, have never contributed by any 
well-known act of their own, to advance the 
interests of science, to enlarge the privi- 
leges of their brethren, or to extend the 
boundaries of human research, must, with 
all liberal minds, decide their character; and 
point at once to the motives by which their 
whole conduct has been actuated. But thus 
it ever has been and ever will be, where 


*the few” have the power to domineer over 
“the many.” Irresponsible to those for 
whom they legislate, they seek only to 
minister to their own appetites for aggran- 
dizement. Public benefit is not for a mo- 
ment considered. Worse still. From their 
being in possession of ill-acquired wealth, 
they hold in their own hands the perfidious 
means of debauching, of apostatising, those 
minds which from time to {time may have 
discovered and denounced the cruel results 
of corporate tyranny and mis-government. 
The power of the whole of the colleges in 
this respect is appalling, and the manner in 
which it has at once been exercised and sub- 
mitted to, casts a shade upon the whole of the 
| human character—induces us to look with 
hatred and contempt upon all monopolists, 


with feelings of deep suspicion, upon the 
exertions of every self-dubbed patriot. 

| Of all the monsters, of all the abandoned 
| and stony-hearted creatures, that wear the 





human form, or infest society, there are none 
to equal in black ingratitude and treacherous 
debasement, those men who, to live upon the 
fruits of corruption, turn their backs upon a 
a just and noble cause. At once the be- 
trayers of their friends and the submissive 
tools of knavery, they are the bitterest ene- 
mies of human kind. They are spies, trai- 
tors, villains. Whenever these tergiversa- 
tors are detected and exposed, to withhold 
punishment is to participate in their guilt. 
Public indignation, like the lightning’s 
flash, should scare the heartless wretches, 
should mark them out as guilty offenders 
against Gop and man, and blight their eyery 
hope of enjoyment, even amidst the fasci- 
nating and sumptuous allurements of colle- 
giate banquets. It must be confessed, that 
that if the heart of a man have not the power 
to resist temptations proffered by indivi- 
duals whom he knows to be dishonest, the 
cause from which he may have withdrawn 
loses but little from the absence of his head. 
Without firmness in justice, however, he 
may be steady in iniquity, and carry with 
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him to the office which he has purchased by 
the sacrifice of his integrity, a double power ; 
because in Ais person are blended the mis- 
chievous qualities of spy and tyrant. What- 
ever may have been the wealth of medical 
colleges, it is fortunate, probably, for the 
honour of our profession, that there have 
been but few patriots to be corrupted ; at 
least there have been few men who hare 
avowedly stood before the profession as the 
champions of liberalism. Had there been 
more, we might even now have been la- 
menting over their fall, if, indeed, it be pos- 
sible to deplore a descent from an elevation 
which could have been acquired by no other 
efforts than such as were dictated by a spirit 
of hypocrisy,aud which could only have been 
maintained, even in its short-lived endur- 
ance, by exertions founded upon a premed- 
itated abandonment of priaciple. Let us 
hope, earnestly hope, that neither in our 
London colleges, nor in the ranks of the pro- 
fession out of thoge institutions, there can be 
found so base a creature as AN APOsTATR— 
any individual to whom that horrid epithet 
can be justly applied; and as it is our 
duty to visit the knaves with the bitterest 
execration when they are discovered, so is 
it our duty never to condemn hastily, nor 
without the surest, the most convincing evi- 
dence of guilt. 

Of all the means by which it is in the 
power of the authorities of the medical 
colleges of this metropolis to corrupt the 
minds of the younger members of the pro- 
fession, and seduce them into the ranks of 
the monopolists, the most alluring ure to be 
found in our yarjous hospitals. Let us view 
for an instant the connexion which has so 
long existed, and still exists, between our 
hospitals and the Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons. If there be a vacancy for a 
physician, bas any man the slightest chance 
of success, if he be openly opposed by these 
Colleges? Further, bas a graduate of the 
University of Edinburgh the slightest chance 
of obtaining the vacant office if the College 


have a “ Fellow,” whom it is desirous of pa- 
tronising? Have we not seen very recently 
a vourg—in medical experience at least a 
youth—thrust into the Middlesex Hospital, 
into an honorary office in his own College, 
into a lectureship in the King’s College, 
and even into the King’s palace? Yet we 
verily believe that his name, so far as 
medical science is concerned, is not known 
six yards from his own door. Combination 
on the part of the Colleges for the promo- 
tion of their favourites, is a part of the sys- 
tem. The youth to whom we have just re- 
ferred, is about to be united in wedlock to the 
daughter of Mr, Baron Vavenan, ** who 
has lately been in the West to dispense law, 
and not to inquire into grievances.”’ This Mr. 
Baron Vaucuan is brother to Sir H. Hat- 
rorp, the president of the College of Phy- 
sicians, bulletin-signer to his late Majesty, 
and procureur general medical to his pre- 
sent Majesty, This young physician, there- 
fore, is to be nephew by marriage to Sir 
H. Hatronp. “ Nepotism” is the motto 
of the Colleges; and in standing for the 
daughter of Mr. Baron Vavouan, decorated 
with the insignia of his various offices, this 
** fortunate ” is deemed to be an eligible can- 
didate for any office within the circle of the 
President's family-system. 

Between the College of Surgeons and the 
hospitals there exists the same description 
of undiguified, unballowed, connexion. Sir 
Astiey Coorer is one of the Court of Ex- 
aminers, Sergeant-Surgeon to his Majesty, 
Consulting Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, late 
Lecturer on Surgery at St. Thomas's Hos- 
| pital. Mr. Tyxaett, of the same hospital, 
|is nephew to Sir Astixy by marriage; Mr. 
| Green is his godson, and Mr. Travers was 
his apprentice. At Guy’s Hospital, Mr. 
Cattaway was Sir Asriey’s apprentice, 
Mr. Morcay was his apprentice, Mr. Key 
was his apprentice, and is his nephew by 
marriage; Mr. Baanssy Coorzer was bis 
apprentice, and is his nephew by blood. 
This is the medico-chirurgico-genealogical 
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tree. The happy patres familie are Sir A, | the advocates of the system,—men not less 
Cooren and Sir H. Hatroap. We can| guilty than the felon Loxc, who also has 
look upon the branches with complacency, | his “‘ system ’’—the effects of such appoint- 
but the fruit is bloodstained, and those who | ments upon the poor patients are not deemed 
seek it traverse through eudless mazes | worthy of consideration, They may be neg- 
studded with briars and thorns. The influ- lected, mutilated, avd slaughtered, but 
ence of such a system of favourisismw upon | their agonising groans and cries can never 
the minds of the junior members of the | reach the hard-hearted supporters of nepo- 
profession, may be readily conjectured, but |tism, These, then, are the steps taken by 
it defies description. It is calculated to de- ;the hopeful youth who ascends the lad- 
stroy every fine and noble feeling, to en-|der of hospital and collegiate preferment. 
tirely repress the ardour of scientific in. |“ Walking” apprentice! * “ Dressing” 
quiry, aud to degrade men of talent, spirit | apprentice! + “* Dissecting” apprentice! ¢ 
and independence, to the condition of syco- | Demonstrator of anatomy!§ Surgeon to a 
phants, courtiers, and knaves. The by-law | dispensary got up by his friends! || Surgeon 
in our hospitals which stipulates, that the | to the hospital, — where he served his appren- 
candidates to be eligible for the office of ticeship!{ Lecturer on anatomy or sur- 
surgeon must have served an apprenticeship gery! ** Member of the Anatomical So- 
to one of the officers of the establishment, | ciety! tt Member of the Council of the Col- 
is another part of the family system. Hence lege in Lincoln's Inn Fields! {{ Member of 
it is that students from the country, what- | the Court of Examivers§§ in the same Col- 
ever may be their industry, however mark- | lexe !—Summus honores, President of the 
self-perpetuating ‘* Vingt-un.”” These are 
the steps of the professional laddeF ascended 
| by the youth, who has the good fortune to 
| observe inscribed upoa the first ‘‘ round,” 
Hospital indentures, Tlat ‘‘ round”’ |jjj is a 


ed may be their genius, however exten- 
sive their acquirements, never have the 
least hope of preferment in our +hospi- 
tals. No. They have not paid the five or 
eight-hundred-guinea fee: consequently their 


elevation would be an uupardonable profa- 
nation to the saintly monopolisers of medi- 
cal pluralities. If this system of nepotism 
in the abstract be so detestable that every 
liberal mind must shrink from it in disgust, 
with what horror must the humane and in- 
telligent practitioner reflect upon its conse- 
quences! The poor patients! Alas for the 
unfortunate patients! A, B, or C, is not 
made a hospital surgeon because he has sig- 
nalized himself in the practice of his pro- 
fession ; because he is remarkable for his 
knowledge of the principles of surgery ; 
because he is noted fur kindness of dispo- 
sition, punctuality, or industry,—but be- 
cause be happens to have been the appren- 
tice of D, E, or F , asurgeon of the hospital, 
His competency for the office is not at all 


germain to the question. Such a thing is : 


never considered: it is not relevant. With 


fulcrum composed of metal, wonderfully 
elastic ;—so springy, that the elevation of 


the aspirant produces painful astonishment 





* “ Walking” apprentice. A youth who saunters 
through the wards a few yxrds from the train of the 
surgeon, with his hands in his pockets, and a piece 
of silk round his neck, covering an iron hoop, 
which effectually prevents the head from sLouping 
to observe any thing so filthy as disease. 

t * Dressing” apprentice, A youth whe has 
acted the part of “ walker’’ for two or three years, 
when he is permitted to tear out teeth, manufacture 
nice little aneurisms by bleeding, and very merito- 





riously to staguate the blood in the lower extremities 
of old people, by gradually tightening bandages 
from the foot to the knee, until the apper part 
of the calf of each leg is reduced to a somewhat less 
size than the portion immediately above the ancie. 

t “ Dissecting” apprentice. A gintlemin, as 
Mr. Cheels Bill_used to say, Who higgles the sibjict, 
for licter. 

2? Obscurer. 

| Puff-and-kill-shop.— Vernac. 

€ Mut.lator.—Vernac. 

** Gabbler on subjects of which he knows no- 
thing.—Jee Burns. 

++ The extortioner’s club. This club is now in 
existence, and no “ gabbler” is admitted if he sell 
his trash at less than the regular hospital price. 
tt “ Certificate” and “ regulation” manufac- 


ory. 
#¢ Diploma-mongers. 
n) Query * good round sum.”—Old Gude, 
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in the bebolders, by the suddenness with 
which it is accomplished. 

Now we would inquire of the opponents 
of reform and innovation, whether it be 
possible that a system like this can endure 
much longer, to the extreme injury of the 
public, and to the annoyance and insult of 
the whole profession? Is it possible that 
amidst the “‘ revolutionary’ changes which 
have been recently effected by knowledge, 
by the mere force of enlightened opinion 
directed against institutions which have 
beep gaarded by thousands of hired assas- 
sins—is it possible, we say, that amidst 
the delightful coaversions from corruption 
to purity which have of late, in so many 
parts of Europe, enraptured the intelligent 
and liberal-minded, that this base and 
noxious system of favouritism, misrule, and 
nepotism, can long remain unchanged, un- 
broken, in the metropolis ef a country cele- 
brated throughout the world for the genius 
and learning of her philosophers? 

Will any man deny that the whole fabric 
of medical government ought to undergo an 
immediate and radical change ?—Tbat the 
rights of the members should be protected ? 


MEDICAL GOVERNMENT AND 
EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sirx,—According to promise, I propose 
to point out Sn nivetnans and disadvan- 
tages of the system of surgical education by 
apprenticeship in this country. In order ta 
remove an impression which might prove 
injurious to the discussion, that 1 am preju- 
diced in favour of this system, 1 must in- 
form you that I am not at all indebted to it, 
but, on the contrary, should be materially 
served by its total abolition. On my own 
exertions, and the more valuable exertions 
of my colleague, depends the income which 
I derive from teaching anatomy ; and if it 
can be shown that there exists any law, ar- 
rangement, or plan, which gives us an unfair 
advantage over the youngest and least- 
noticed competitor in the same field, we are 
ready to surrender it. We ask only to par- 
ticipate in c rights, aud spura the 
prop or aid of monopoly or usurpatioa. 

The undefined and scarcely-tangible ob- 
jections to this system are first to be dealt 
with; the principle upon which it is esta- 
blished is next to be considered; then the 
practical results ; and, finally, the reason of 
its adoption by the Lrish College explained, 

I find in a tirade called an introductory 
lecture, and published “ at request of 
friends,” the following effusion. “ It is, 
however, deeply to be regretted, that the 








—Thbat the offices of trust and emolument 
should be bestowed on the most deserving, 
and that where there is equality of talent, 
there should be equality of rrivitece and 
trrte? Again and again we say, then, 
Prepare for the establishment of a New 
Cottsce—an institution through which no 
breath must be wafted save that of liberality. 
Disfigured by no privileged ‘‘ orders,” its 
doors will be cpen to all, Wo unto those, 
whose aristocratic conceit and blindness 
may prevent them from discovering the 


porticc! 





Tue Russtan Cnotena.—Magnesia and 
a cataplasm of bay seeds, have cured the 
cholera at Smolensko. Nicholas, before the 
Polish revolt, told the five great powers, 
that no soldier should pass his frontier with- 
out their leave. Where is now the despot’s 
promise ? 

,. 





bers of the College of Surgeous in Ire- 
land, in seeking for a new charter, do not 
seize this favourable opportunity of raising 
themselves to the grade which they ought to 
hold in society, by annulliog the unneces- 
sary and disparaging appendage of ap- 
prenticeships altogether, the only remaining 
badge that marks the degradation to which 
the most useful of all professions was re- 
duced in ignorant and half-civilized times :” 
and again, he would improve the system of 
education, “‘ by raising surgery above the 
rank or trade of a handicraft,” and much 
more of the same kind of stuff. This is utter 
nonsense; | would call it folly, did I not 
know that there was a method in the mad- 
ness,—a shrewd bartering of empty praise 
for solid pudding. If the aunhanee to 
assert that the apprenticed surgical pupil is 
degraded in his own estimation, or in the 
estimation of others, or to insinuate that the 
members of the Irish College, thus educated, 
hold a rank in society inferior to any other 
class of medical practitioners, he 
aud insinuated what no one believes. 1 un- 
derstand the lawyers say that the execution 
of the indenture of apprenticeship involves 
the forfeiture of heraldry ; if this be so, well 
may the candidate for the honours of surgi- 
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cal aristocracy denounce the system which 
authorizes the herald’s officer to expunge 
‘the towering crest and emblazoned eschut- 
cheon from the coach pannel, or the esquire 
from the double wove and hot-pressed title- 
pose. It is certainly true that the compact 

tween the teacher and pupil is perfected 
and legalized by the usual law-trumpery 
paper, an indenture, but it is equally true 
that the covenants are all nugatory and ridi- 
culous, except that which binds the master 
to instruct his pupil, or causes him to be 
taught or instructed, in return for the fee of 
one hundred and fifty guineas. In proof of 
this, I may ask the resigning patriot whether 
he ever felt inclined to carry into effect the 
words of the indenture, by teaching his ap- 
prentices their trade with due correction, or 
took much trouble to amend their marrying, 
play-going, or gambling propensities. I 
repeat it, that no degradation of profes- 
sional character whatsoever has followed 
from the adoption of the system of educa- 
tion by apprenticeship. 


In the same notable introductory lecture | 


to a course on anatomy and physiology, 
luckily the only specimen of our author's 
proficiency in this branch of science, | also 
find the following ; speaking of the assist- 
ance which the master affords the pupil in 
after life, “‘ and how is this patronage ac- 
quired? By a bribe in the shape of an ap- 
preatice-fee, for which, under the present 
system, the seniors of the profession en- 
gage to overlook and discountenance merit, 
however pre-eminent, in all who have not 
purchased this favour by a timely douceur.”” 
And who writes this? The most greedy 
scrambler after those very bribes and dou- 
ceurs ; the man who, previous to writing 
this, pocketed six thousand guineas by the 
trade, and since that time, fifteen hundred 
more, and who to this very moment watches 
for his dole with intense and jealous 
anxiety. But such is the quackery of the 
day ; the thief with his hand in your pocket, 
descants on the immoral teadeacy of disho- 
nest practices; the sot in the temperance 
society hiccups forth orations against drunk- 
enness; the charlatan heads his fulsome ad- 
vertisement, ‘‘ Quackery is the death of 
thousands ;” and the virtuous master of fifty 
apprentices weeps over the depravity of 
surgeons who take bribes in the shape of 
apprentice fees, 

I proceed now to consider, whether there 
is any-thing in the nature of the system of 
education by apprenticeship, which entitles 
it to a fair candid consideration, with 
other plans adopted or suggested for pro- 
viding the community with properly-edu- 
cated practitioners. first requi- 
site towards the attainment a pertect 
system of surgical education, is un- 
limited i of the student to every 


source of knowledge which the institutions 
of the country afford ; and the question now 
at issue is, whether this desirable object is 
as attainable by the service of an appren- 
ticeship as by any other plan; premising 
that, in the nt anomalous and rotten 
condition of the institutions which regulate 
medical and surgical education in these 
countries, this great object can be only 
partially attained. In no case does the ap- 
prenticeship secure to the pupil unlimited 
admission to every source of knowledge ; 
but in many cases the sources thrown open 
are of great value, and in most cases the 
opportunities of acquiring iuformation are 
very good; the comparative advantage to 
the pupil must, however, depend upon the 
choice he has made of a master. The hos- 
oy surgeon may afford peculiar edvanteges 
n his department, the anatomical teacher 
in his, and the young man without these 
resources supplies the deficiency by per- 
sonal diligent attention to the details of bis 





pupils’ education. Upon this difference as 
to opportunities is founded the present 
| practice in Dublin with respect to appren- 
'tices. The hospital surgeon of high pro- 
| fessional character gives his apprentice the 
advautage of his extensive practice, public 
and private, but beyond thut the pupil must 
take care of himself; the younger surgeon 
destitute of these advantages, secures to bis 
pupil the means of acquiring information, 
by paying for his admission to hospitals and 
lectures. I have heard the high-minded and 
public-spirited denouncer of bribes and 
douceurs to whom I have so often alluded, 
declaim against the latter as a system of 
pettyfogging. In his vocabulary, petty- 
fogging | suspect means underselling, trade- 
spoiling, and his stern virtue is alarmed for 
the man who, having received an hundred- 
and-fifty guineas from his pupil, is after- 
ward so unprincipled as to disburse a por- 
tion of so sacred a fund for the good of that 
pupil, notwithstanding that he is bound by 
the indenture to ‘ instruct his apprentice, 
or cause him to be taught and instructed.” 
Now it appears to me that this plen, 
adopted by the younger members of the 
profession as the only one by which they 
could be enabled to participate in the ad- 
vantages which must otherwise be a 
by those circumstanced as our introductory 
lecturer, will prove highly advantageous to 
the interests of the students, and, conse- 
quently, of the school. It settles at once, 

ractically, the real nature of the compact 

tween the parties. The pupil pays and 
the master educates. The successful iasue of 
the arrangement must, however, depend 
upon the honest execution of the compact : 
the pupil reposes a confidence in the master, 
Which must not be betrayed. I have di- 
gressed from the point at issue ; it is, whe- 
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ther admission of the student to the sources 
of professioval knowledge, is as attainable 
the ticeship as by other existin 
moe I on shown that Se pupil is = 4 
titled, from the nature of the compact with 
hie master, to receive instruction, and | 
have admitted that the extent and nature of 


that instruction may vary according to cir- | 


tablished what the strict law had omitted, 
I have now before me, a schedule setting 
forth the number and nature of the certiti- 
cates produced by one hundred candidates 
at this period; of these I find that eighty 
showed certificates of hospital attendance for 
about five years each, avd the remaining 
twenty for about three, with the exception 


cumstances. I am now prepared to show, | of three or four who appear to have attended 


an appeal to facts, that this instruction | 
a been afforded, and that the education of | 


the Irish entices has been much more 
extensive than that required by any College 
of Surgeons in these kingdoms 

The introductory lecturer, of New York 
and Beriin celebrity, with a degree of truth 
and candour truly characteristic, in speak- 


only two or two years and a half. ‘The true 
state of the case is this. The sons of citizens 
apprenticed to hospital-surgeons in the city 
attend their hospitals during the entire pe- 
riod of their apprenticeships, with intervals 
of salutary relaxation which sometimes 
might, in less agreeable language, be de- 
scribed as idleness ; pupils from the coun- 


ing of surgical education in Dublin, previ-|try apprenticed in Dublin, attend at least 
ous to the alteration in the College charter, | every winter season, and often one or two 
says, that the charter enacted ** that no per- | summer seasons,—the apprentices of the sur- 
son shall be admitted to an examination, |geens of county infirmaries, remain with 
who bas not served an apprenticeship to @ their masters in the country for four or five 
regularly educated surgeon ; and this is the | years, and afterward attend the classes and 
only test of qualification demanded from the ) hospitals in Dublin for two or more, and a 
pupil by this corporation charter. Vo at- | capital education that is, The apprentices 
tendance upou lectures; no attendance upon | of Dublin surgeons who are not attached to 
hospitals; no dissections are required, by hospitals, generally attend for five seasons 
the framers of this wise sample of legisia- or three years. By reference w the same 
tion.” The professor of anatomy and chi- | schedule, | find that the dissections and at- 
rurgery in Trinity College, made a similar | tendance on anatomical and surgical lectures 
statement before a committee of the House | bave corresponded with the hospital atten- 
of Commons; him | forgive; he knew! dance, being, at au average, from three to 
nothing of the matter; but the other,—/j five years; in fact, when the pupil is in 
* mark how a plain tale will put this fellow | town, he is generally employed in the hos- 
down,” In 1784, when the charter was| pital or dissecting-room, or in attendance on 


ranted, there was no surgical school in| 

ublin, nor was there any other mode of | 
education than that by apprenticeship ; 
subsequently, after the school was esta- 
blished, it was not found necessary to insist 
upon exercises, the pupils were under the 
eyes of their masters, and had hospital prac- 
tice, dissections, and lectures ad libitum at 
a very trifling expense, and availed them- 
selves of these advantages; they wanted 
to learn surgery, aud they learned it with- 
out compulsion. In later years, when pu- 
pils multiplied, and education became a 
lucrative employment, restrictions were 
imposed, and pupils finding neglect of 
business economical, relaxed in diligence, 
The charter gave no power to correct this 
evil; so far the statement of the patient is 
diterally true; but the College adopted a 
plan which answered the purpose most 
effectually. 

They said to the student, ‘ Sir, itis true 
that we cannot refuse you an examination 
according to the provisions of the charter 
if you have served an apprenticeship, but 
you will do well to us some additional 
proof of your diligence and opportunities.” 
The consequence was, the candidate for let- 
ters testimonial laid all his certificates be- 
fore the court of examiners, and custom es- 





lectures, The education was, however, de- 
fective in other branches; certificates were 
not always produced for attendance on lec- 
tures on chemistry, materia medica, practice 
of medicine, midwifery, or medical jurispru- 
dence : this has since been remedied, and the 
candidate must now produce at least one cer- 
tificate for each of these subjects. 

Now reader, if you be a candid reader, 
scrutinize this statement, and contrast it 
with that of the introductory lecturer, “‘ that 
the college required no attendance on lec- 
tures, hospitals, or dissections,” and know 
that he was cognizant of these facts, and fa- 
miliar with the practice,—having sat on the 
court of examiners for perhaps ten long 
years. Yet does he thus libel an institution 


}the honour and diguity of which he had 


sworn to maintain, Also, let me ask whe- 
ther the system of education by apprentice- 
ship, is the disgraceful, reprehensible, in- 
efficient, and destructive contrivance which 
it has been described, or whether it is not 
entitled to a trial in that scale which 1 hope 
to see, sooner or later, set “p to determine 
the comparative weight and value of the 
different plans adopted or suggested for pro- 
viding for the community properly educated 
medical practitioners. t it not be sup- 
posed that I would wish to see this system 
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ively ; on thecontrary, I know 
roped oncinerey adoption has been, and 
would be, attended with injurious conse- 
quences, I baye yet to shew, at greater 
length, its advantages and disadvantages, 
and to exhibit the results which have fol- 
lowed the adoption of the system in this 
country. 
of education with the more usual one of call- 
ing for certificates, and to prove the false- 
hood of the calumnious insinuations, that 
the College had, for filthy lucre, extended 
indulgence to pupils educated by appren- 
tieeship, to the prejudice of those educated 
in a different manner, which I propose to do 
in my next communication. as 
a. J. 





CASE OF 
COMPOUND FRACTURE 
OF THE 
CRANIUM, 
Accompanied with Hernia Cerebri, and ex- 
tenswve Slouxhing of the Substance of the 
Brain.— Recovery. 
By W. J. West, Esq., Surgeon, Tonbridge. 
Masrer Parken, a young gentleman aged 


14 years, was, on the 10th of February 1830, 
thrown from a horse, and received an exten- 


sive fracture of the right side of the skull 


over the corona! suture. He was stunned 
by the fall, but soom recovered sufficiently 
to walk some distance. On examining the 
wound, I found an irregular opening of the 
size of a dollar, through which the brain and 
membranes protruded, in quantity equal to 
the size of a pullet’s egg; the latter were 
ruptured and the brain was scattered about ; 
some hemorrhage ensued, which was allowed 
to go on, as he had rallied from the imme- 
diate effects of the injury. The bone was 
so much comminuted that part was Jost, and 
several portions were driven into the eub- 
stance of the brain ; some of these were im- 
mediately removed, and the wound was 
dressed in the simplest manner, with lint 
soaked in blood, without the slightest pres- 
sure being used, or any attempt made to re- 
plece or remove the protruded brain. He 
was partly insensible ; the pupils were di- 
lated, the pulse was slower than natural, and 
there was frequent vomiting, which con- 
tinued for tweaty-four hours, On the fol- 
lowing day, the 11th, he had sliglt pain in 
the head, and fever; puls: 90 ; more sensi 
ble. A dose of calomel and jalap had been 
iven the night before, and this was now 
fallowed up with saline aperients end anti- 
monials, spirit lotion was constantly ap- 
plied to the head, and the anti istic re- 
gimen strictly adhered to. Under this treat- 


1 have also to contrast this mode | 
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ment the febrile excitement gradyally sub- 
sided, and as he was proceeding well, nothing 
was done to the wound till the twelfth day. 
The diessings were then removed in she 
most cautious manner, and I discovered that 
the portion of brein which had protruded 
had sloughed away, and the sloughing had 
extended considerably within the cranium. 
The wound was dressed with simple cerate, 
and a poultice, placed over it, produced a 
discharge so copious as to require dressing 
twice a day, when small portions of brain 
were seen floating in the discharge. He 
was now put on a more generous diet, and 
the sulphate of quinine was given three 
umesaday. The wound in a short time 
assumed a healthy appearance, and began to 
granulate ; several small portions of bone 
exfoliated from time to time; and at the ex- 
piration of between four and five months 
the wound was completely healed. 

Remanxs.—I consider this case interest- 
ing as showing how large a portion of brain 
(at least ten or twelve draci:ms) may be lost 
without the slightest derangement or inter- 
ruption to the faculties of the mind ; nearly 
a year has now elapsed since the occurrence 
of the injury ; the young gentleman is able 
to attend to his studies, and both in mind 
and body is as well as he was before the 
accident, 

Tonbridge, Jan, 15th, 1831, 





OPERATION FOR CRURAL HERNIA at 
ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—Having furnished you with the re- 
port of the case of Sarah Smith, I beg to 
state with reference to the letter of Mr. 
Smith, which appeared in the last Lancer, 
that that account wes correct in every par- 
ticular, except that 1 stated Mr. Smith had 
recommended the woman to go to the hos- 
pital on Soturday, whereas his own letter 
states that he did not give this advice to the 
poor woman until Sunday evening. Mr. 
Smith ought to bear in mind, that my re- 
port contained a statement only of the wo- 
man’s case while she was in the hospital ; and 
1 can again assure both Mr, Smith and your 
readers, that there was no vomiting from 
the time she was admitted until aiter the 
operation ; neither was there any tenseness. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Tus Reronren. 
St, George's Hospital, Jan, 19th, 1831, 











BONE-SETTERS.—SIR 
COUNTRY BONE-SETTERS. 


To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 

Sin ,—Although I have read every Num- 
ber of your excellent periodical, I do not 
recollect that you have éver alluded to a 
peculiar class of interlopers who designate 
themselves bone-setters, aud who infest wore 
particularly the county of Lincoln. 

When an accident bappens, a surgeon is 
sent for on the spur of the moment, who ex- 
amines the limb, and perhaps finds the in- 
jury to be nothing more than a severe con- 
tusion or sprain, and accordingly orders 
leeches, evaporating lotions, &c.; but in 
the course of a few days the surgeon is 
surprised to find that his patient has de- 
camped and gone to consult a bone-setter, 
when he is sure to be told, if the injury 
occurred to the fore-arm, that the splinter 
bone, or the main bone, is broken ; or if it 
is the hip which has received an injury, 
then the hock is sure to be out. No matter 
what the nature of the disease or injury, 
those sagacious avimals are sure to discover 
a fracture or dislocation; for if they fail to 
do this, there is no fee for them to receive. 

The first thing a person applying to a 
bone-setter is told, is, that Mr. so-and-so 
has treated the case very improperly, and | 
that if it were not for the ignorance of sur- | 
geons and apothecaries, bone-setters would 
have nothing to do. In fact it is customary 
with them to give an opposite opinion to 
any regularly-educated medical practitioner, 
and the annoyance which the general prac- 
titigner experiences in consequence, may 
be easily imagined. 

Patients frequently take up their abode 
with bone-setters for several weeks, or as 
long as they can be persuaded to remain 
with them, to be rubbed with green oils; 
and many paupers, when they meet with 
accidents, are sent to bone-setters, by order 
of their respective parishes. 

The truth is, in some parts of Lincoln- 
shire, bone-setting, as it is called, is almost 
monopolized by the aforesaid individuals ; 
and so infatuated are the lower, and even 
some of the higher classes, that they seem to 
think that surgeons can know nothing about 
the nature and treatment of fractures and 
dislocations; however, it is im ible to 
convince them to the contrary. ey con- 
sider bone-setting quite a separate depart- 
ment, with which surgeons ought to have 
nothing to do! 

Sir Astley Cooper in his Treatise on Dis- 
locations and Fractures of the Joints (p. 19, 
edit. 6), speaks of bone-setters in the follow- 
ing terms :— 

“A child was brought to me from one of 
the counties north of London, for whom re- 
peated extensions had been made by one of 
those people called éone-setters, but who 
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ought rather to be called dislocate , for a 
supposed dislocation of the hip-joint, U 
examination, I found the case to be that 
disease of the hip which is so common in 
children; and for this only was a chiltl 
wanton! to a most painful exten- 
sion. t in this enlightened country men 
without education should be suffered with 
impunity to degrade a most useful profes- 
sion, and torture those who have the folly 
or the simplicity to apply to them, is a dis- 
grace to our laws that calls loudly fur pre- 
vention.” 

Here I may mention the names of sonie 
of the most notorious bone-setters, viz. 
Mason of Coningsby, who attends Sleaford 
market ; old Roads of ‘Mareham, who was 
formerly a éutcher, and Trolly, who lives ia 
the wolds and attends Boston market. 

Cases similar to the above are of almost 
every-day occurrence, and yet the council 
of the College of Surgeons does not make 
the slightest effort to remedy the evil. Why 
is the surgical the only profession unpro- 
tected by law? How much longer are his 
Majesty's subjects to be butchered? I do 
not exaggerate when I[ assert that there is 
nota medical man of respectability in the 
extensive county of Lincoln, who would not 

ladly sign a petition to obtain an act of 

arliament to prohibit unqualified persons 

practising surgery, for the college charter 

protects neither the profession nor the pub- 

lic from the injurious effects of surgical 
empiricism. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your constant reader and admirer, 
One or tne AnnorEp, 


SIR GILBERT BLANS'S GOLD MEDAL. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Srrn,—There is no man who entertains 
a higher respect for the above talented 
physician than myself, and I feel pride and 
exultation that the naval medical service 
has produced so bright an ornament as the 
philosopher, the man, and the physician, 
Sir Gilbert Blane. » His zeal for science in 
general, his regard for the naval service of 
his country, I know to be unbounded ; but 
“to err is human ;” and I am sorry to say 
that I think this distinguished man has done 
so with regard to his gold medal, which is 
to be a ed on the 12th of August, 1831, 
to those two nayal surgeons, or assistants 
acting as surgeons, who shall produce the 
best journals of practice kept during the 
three ing years; such award to be 
made at rds every two years. (Vide Ad- 
miralty Ciroulee of the 7th of May, 1830, 
addressed to the medical officers of Danke 
ay? in Murray’s YVavy List for Octo 
ast). 
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MR. KNOWLES'S CASE OF TYPHUS. 573 
Now, Mr. Editor, any man knowing how, | medal business, it was ten to one if the. 
and for what purpose, the naval surgeon’s journal was ever looked at, except by the 
* Fair Journal” is got up, most smile at the passing clerk to see that it was re 
above to test his abilities. |document required by the rules of . 
It “ the wisdom of ourancestors” | Again, what guarantee have the commis- 
of furmer naval medical boards ae ae that the journal was ny cobapey 3 
present medical commissioners being iby surgeon w name it bears ; 
and thorough- n like not in- | very often, indeed, it is not written by him, 
novations, and have therefore kept up the | the surgeon having hitherto looked upon his 
** gude custom”), that the pete pe on | ‘* Fair Journal” as something like a custom- 
passing his “ annual account” trans- | house oath, that would rieither do him good 
mit a journal of his practice, as one of the | nor harm, but which he “ must have.” If 
necessary documents for enabling him to|the Admiralty are really serious in sup- 
obtain the usual certificate that he had fur- porting Sir Gilbert Blane’s proposal to cause 
nished all things needful required of him |a spirit of emulation among the surgeons of 
by his instructions. jthe navy, in the compilation of their “ Fair 
Mr. Editor, I crave your patience a little, Journals,”—if, 1 say, they are really anxi- 
while I enter upon some dry details, which ous to do this, honestly and impartially 
I consider necessary toelucidate andstrength-|(and I doubt them not), let them amend 
en the force of my objections. The surgeon | their resolution, and give notice that jour- 
of one of his Majesty's ships is required to nals from the ist of January, 1831, are 
keep a “ Rough Journal.” This, of course, | those to be examined for the gold medal ; 
he will do for his own information, and as a and that the surgeon will be required to cer- 
book of reference, and the notes are gene- | tify upon his honour, that the subject matter 
rally made by one of his assistants under his of the journal is entirely his own, unaided 
dictation, He is required, when any dis-| and uvassisted by any other person. 
ease of an epidemic, or even suspicious,| Ilow easy, Mr. Editor, under the exist- 
nature, shull appear in the ship, to fully re- ing regulation, for a stupid fellow to say to 
port the same with his observations there-| his talented friend, “‘ If I could get this 


on, and the mode of treatment adopted, to | gold medal it would serve me much ; I wish 
the Board. In case of any death happening | you would write up my journal in your best 
on board the ship, he isin like manner 4 


style, and I must be certain of it.” 

send u detailed statement of the case, the} Under any circumstances I much doubt 
treatment pursued, and the appearances on | the utility or advantage of the said medal. 
dissection. He is to keep a daily “sick! Perhaps the man who has the best tact in 
book,” with the date of entry, name, age,| practice is a bad descriptive writer, and 


quality, disease or wound, time put off the | it is at the bed-side that he shines. I think 
list, and how disposed of, of every man he 


shall see cause to excuse from duty, which | 


book he is to present to the captain every 
morning, and a true copy of which he for- 
wards annually to the Board, as one of the 
documents necessary to obtain the certifi- 
cate to enable him to receive the balance of 
his pay. And now to the point, He says, 
“I must have this d——d nonsensical 
‘ Fair Journal ;’ I have reported every case 
worth relating to the Board, in my monthly 
*‘ Nosological Keturns ;’ and now I must 
copy off a farrago of catarrhs, gonorrhwas, 
pneumonias, and rheumatisms, which no 
tyro would take the trouble to peruse, or | 
cannot get my arrears of pay;”’ and down 
he sets; to copy—what? His notes? no 
such thing: he takes up his daily “ Sick 
Book,” of which I have before spoken, and 
he finds, ** Dec. 31, 1828, J. Thompson, 
etat, 35, ab. catarrhas ; Jan. 8, 1829, dis- 
charged to duty.” This is a nice short case, 
and suits him to aT, Catarrh has such and 
such symptoms, and the treatment is so and 
so, and on he to another and another, 
and thus in a few hours finishes the required 
document, not from facts, but from imagina- 
tion, well knowing that before the gold 





the criterion after all, as to the surgeon best 
entitled, should be the ratio of mortality 
shown by his journal or annual returns, 
rather than his descriptive powers in relat- 
ing a case. Then would the man of sound 
practice and discrimination triumph over 
the theorist and florid author, and the re- 
ward of the industrious and talented writer 
fall with double lustre on the deserving 
parties, 
I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
An Otp Nava Surceon, 
Dec. 1830. 





DEFENCE OF THE TREATMENT OF A 
CASE OF TYPHUS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—As your valuable pages are always 
open to freedom of discussion, I have veu- 
tured to send you for publication the follow- 
ing statement of a case which occurred ’in 
my practice a short time since. In the ob- 
servations about to be submitted to you, I 
disclaim all feeling ; nor should I 
have deemed it incumbent upon me to soli- 
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MR. KNOWLES'S CASE OF TYPHUS 


attention to the subject, had «I this Sept. 1) examined the 
yiioa been a end publicly tante, of decuaneds * the cote of the 
character. 


Casr.—On Sunday the 29th August, 
about seven o’clock in the evening, 1 was 
sent for to Mr. Geo. Sparkes, who bad been 
i, ander the care of Mr. William Addison 
of this place, for sometime. The moment I |i 
saw him, it struck me he as in articulo i 
mortis, evidently sinking in the last stage | the parts ; the vessels of the intestines much 
of typhus, and I expressed myself to that | loaded with blood, as were also his splenic 
effect, viz, that he was beyond all human | veins; there whre three gall-stones in gall- 
aft to restore. The symptoms were these :— | bladder, larger than a bean; liver healthy. 

state of collapse, quite insensi- | Cavity of the thorax: the lungs were sound, 
ble ; pupils dilated to their fall extent; cold |except that they adhered to the pericar- 

ion ; irregular distribution of heat | dium in some places; the pericardium con- 
in xtremities ; bsultes tendinum ; | tained half an ounce of fluid; the heart un- 
pulse 50, intermitting and feeble ; tongue | usually large, and the right side of it con- 
perfectly black and horny ; teeth crusted | tained very little blood, the blood appear- 
over, und the power of deglatition nearly |ing to have been collected in large veins, 
gone. On elevating the eye-lids, I found the | Cavity of the cranium: veins of the dura 
eye had lost ail sensiility to light and | mater targid; the second arachnoid was 
touch. The mode of treatment that sug- | altered in colour and texture, was thick and 
gested itself to me at this advanced period | tough, and of a milky appearance, and con- 
of the disease (in order to uphold what | tained beneath it, as it passed from one con- 
little of the vital spark remained), was the | volution of the cerebrum to another, a serous 





administration of wine, cordials, blisters,| deposit. The substance of the brain was 
warm applications to the feet, and etberial | natural in consistence. I think the arteries 
lotion to the head. Notwithstanding my | were, when you made a section of the sub- 
anxious and strenuous efforts to restore him, | stance of the brain, somewhat more distend- 
he gradually sunk, and expired on Tuesday | ed with blood than is, in my opivion, natu- 
morning, about thirty-four hours from the | ral; there was fluid in the veotridles to the 


commencement of my attendance. Mr. Ad-|amount of an ounce and a half, as near as 
dison ¢onsidered that leeches were proper|1 can guess. Cefebellum was sound, but 
at this critical stage of the disease ; and/on its surface the same milky appearance 
actually upon my arrival, there were nine or | as of the arachnoid. From these 
ten upon the temples; my ideas were cer- | ances, I conclude that the patient red 
tainly not in unison with his upon the oc-| under fever, of which he died, or its con- 
casion ; I considered the time had gone by sequences, Undoubtedly the thickening of 
fot their application ; the excitement pro-|the arachnoid membrane was the conse- 
duced by the disease had not been subdued | quence of inflammation, the effusion of the 
by an early depletion, the consequence was, | serous fluid was the means by which na- 
inflammatory action, congestion, and subse- \ture relieved the vessels unnatarally con- 
quent effusion. Notwithstanding symptoms | gested, and the! effusion upon the sur- 
nted themselves that appeared to me face and into the cavities of the brain, is 
declaratory of the latter affection, Mr. Ad- | sufficient to account for the symptoms de- 
dison expressed himself perfectly satistied tailed, and also the death of the patient. 
that it was sanguineous apoplexy, and that | The intussusception was caused by irrita- 
his brain (to use his own or similar words) | bility of the muscular coat of the intestines, 
was suffused with blood. Under this im- | and did not appeat to me to have avy-thing 
pression he called an inquest to ascertain if| to do with the death of the patient ; deceased 
the means | had used had not facilitated the | died clearly from natural causes. I should 
death of the patient: the result of the ex-|say, ho one can judge of the treatment of a 
amination was both interesting and satisfac- | case of fever who has not seen it himself 
tory to me; the brain was nearly divested | in its progress. I should say, that when the 
of blood, and assumed a character diametri- | patient was declining I should cease bleed- 
cally opposite to that which he had antici- |ing ; when active inflammation prevailed I 
conceive bleeding would be adopted; there 
was one stage of the illness when bleeding 
Inspectio Cadaveris.—-W m. Clark, M.D. | was necessary.”’ 
Prof. of Awat. to the Univ. of Cambridge, 
was the gentleman appointed to inspect the} I beg leave to state, that the two respect- 
body. The evidence given by him at the | able practitioners called in on my behalf, 
inquest was es follows :— perfectly coincided with me in sentiment 
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ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL —DEMONSTRATORS. 


the nature of the muledy and the plan 
Frstatanint f abepiod: 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
E. L. Krowres, Surgeon. 
Seham, Cambridgeshire, 
Sept. 15, 1830. 

*,* The above communication, as will be 
supposed by the date, was forwarded to us 
some months since, at which time, as the 
case did not present any particular features 
of interest, we did not feel called \ an to 
insert it, but we have since been informed 
by Mr. Knowles, that wd ig owe repu- 
putation has been pl in jeopardy by 
charges of mistreatment; and as the case 
was made the subject of judicial poquiry, 
and as Mr, Knowles appears to think the 
publication of this Jetter will clear him of 
the impatation, we cheerfully afford space 
for it.— Ep. L. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—If you find the following extract 
from Dugdale’s Monasticon, relative to St. 
Thomas's Hospital, of sufficient interest, you 
will oblige me by inserting it. Yours, &c. 

Joun P z. 
8ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 

“ Manning las given the following list 
of the Principals of this College, whom he 
calls masters or wardens, priors or rectors :— 

* Amicius, 15 Job. a.p. 1214.—Adam de 
Merton, 19 Hen, III., 1255.—Thomas de 
Codeham, 33 aud 36 Hen. If 1.—Fualcher, 45 
Hen. 111,.— Adam ——. Richard de Bykeles- 
wade resigned in 12835.—Richard de Hulur, 
el. 1295; he occurs agaia in 1317,—Stephen 
de Bykeleswade, 1317 ; he occurs in 1321.— 
William de Stanton, 1338 and 1342.—Wal- 
ter de Merlawe in 1350 and 1351.—John 
de Bradewyn ot Bradeway, 1356.—Henry 
Yakesley, 1361 ; he died in 1377.—William 
de Welford e}. 1877.—Thomas Goday was 
app. by the Bishop 13 Dec., 1381; he died 
17 Dec. 1392.—Henry Grygge or Brygge, 
alias Clerk, 15 Jan., 1393.—Henry Keed el, 
10 July, 1414— Nicholas Bokeland el. 1427. | 
— William Crosse ¢]. 1447.— William Beele, 
3 July, 1478.—John Burvham app. by the 
Bishop, 2% Nov., 1487.—Riebard Richard- 
gon él, 26 Nov., 1501.—Richard Mabbett, 
22 May, 1528 ; he was the lost master, The | 
names of William de Crege, Jon Chaloner, 
Robert —, @ppear among the masters 
of the hospital, but without date.” 

The following extract shows the value of 
the hospital at the seizure of the church 

rty by Henry the Eight! :— 

* Abstract of Valor Eeclesiasticus, 26 
Hen, viij.—Hospitale Sancti Thome Mar- 
tyris in Southwark. 
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ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

At a fall Meeting of the Pupils of the Ana- 
tomical Class of St. Thomas's Hospital, 
held in the Demonstrating Theatre, Jan, 
15th, 1831, 

Mr. Wa. Ivoris Ferran, in the Chair, 


It was proposed by Mr. Wm. Clark, se 
conded by Mr. Hodges, and carried unani- 
mously, that— 

« We, the andersigned Pupils of the 
Anatomical Class of St. Thomas's Hospital, 
who have dissected and attended demonstra- 
tions during the present season, do most 
distinctly deny the charges brought against 
the Demonstrators, in Tne Lancer of this 
day, and do express our great satisfaction at 
the zeal and attention of the Demonstrators, 
during the present season.” 

J. F. Hastie ; I. R. King; I. A. Ram- 
sey; G. Bury; M..B, Collins; B. M, Brad- 
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R.T. Pellowes ; Fred, Shury ; 1. W. Jeans ; 
E. P, Parker; H.C. Day; E. Young; H. 
Seott; Thos. Ward; John Steele; C.A. 
Crosawell; F. W. Brookes; Robt. Hicks ; 
B ; Robt. Mitchell; E. S. Hall ; 
James Dixon; F. C. Howard; William 
Wyatt; I. D. Swart; A.A. Brett; E. T. 
Hodder ; I. B. Martin; C. Trastram. 





ST, BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


LEPRA VULGARIS. 


Iw No, 371 of this Journal (Oct. 9th), we 
related the case of Thomas Marigold, who 
was admitted on the 25th of September with 
t vulgaris of “ sixteen years’ duration.”’ 
He hes now left the heaplead cured, and we 

roceed to give the progress of the case 
rom the date of our last report. 

Oct. 9. The skin covering the entire sur- 
face of the body appears very much in- 
flamed, and he says it feels very hard, pain- 
ful, and hot. He is better after taking the 
bath, but the improvement lasts only a few 
hours. Gums are somewhat sorer. Con- 
tinue the ; let him have a warm- 
bath every other night, and use twice a day 
@ lotion sed of two parts of lime- 
water with one of olive oil. 

15. The skin is.much less inflamed, per- 
feetly soft, and motion is not productive of 
pein. He states that, on the evening of the 
12th, he omitted using the lotion, and that 
on the following day the skin, particularly at 


the flexures of the joints, was bard, and 
painful, and the least motion ae ‘it to | Surgeons, 


crack and bleed rather freely. Since we 
last saw him, the eruption on the forehead 
and scalp has increased considerably, He 
has continued the mercury, but his gums 
are now perfectly well. Tuke the blue pill 
three times a day, and continue the lotion 
and bath, and let him have his head shaved. 

21. The same in every respect. Continue 
the same treatment, and take an ounce 
and a half of the decoction of dulcamara 
three times a day. 

Noy. 3. The eruption has i d, The 
spots on the arms and thighs have coalesced, 
and the skin now resembles that which covers 
the trunk, About the wrists and ancles, 
however, the spots are at some distance 
from each other, and strictly circular. His 





general health is good, and: hig bowels per. | serted 





10. The skin of the arm, which has been 
dressed with the honey cerate, ie perfectly 
natural, with the exception of its being alittle 
red. The eruption on the other parts of the 
body is the same. The bape ! has not 
produced the slightest effect on the system. 
Discontinue the lotion, apply the cerate all 
over the body twice a day, and continue the 
other medicines, and the bath. 

25. Skin soft and cool, but covered with 


camara, and take a draught composed of 
a scruple of tar, half an ounce of mucilage, 
and an ounce of water, twice a day. Con- 
tinue the cerate, and have a warm-bath 
once a week only. 

Dec. 4. Improving fast. Let the draught 
contain a half a drachm of tar instead of a 
scruple, and continue the same treatment. 

Jan. 8. The skin over the whole body has 
resumed its natural appearance, and not the 
slightest vestige of lepra remains. He says 
he is as well as he ever was iu his life. 

Has now left the hospital. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Epwrdwy. h of service does not in any 
way affect the question. It would not be safe for 
him to practise avowedly 48 an apothecary, and tu 
dispense the prescriptions of legally-authorised 
physicians ; but, being a member of the College of 

a he may attend and prescribe for patients 
without dread of interference from the Apothe- 
caries’ Company. 

Studiosus. Beck*s. 

The Suciety of Apothecaries is not to 
compel students to reply to questions in midwifery, 
and they can only demand certificates relating to 
the education of an apoth - Tt has been de- 
cided that midwifery is a of surgery. 

Mr. Rebert Whitelaw is informed that the book- 
sellers have told him that which is untrue, and that 
upoa his directing any friend to call at Tug Lancer 
Office with full particulars of the he wants, 
he may immediately obtain them. 

Mr. Dobson’s paper next week. 

An Enemy to the Old Hags. No. They have 
only power to enter the shops of a jes. The 
physicians would not allow their percentage friends 
to jlested. As chemists do not generally pre- 
scribe, the capisjatuns wisely considered that they 
were deeply interested in not keeping adulterated 


s and chemic: 
me of + with SS 
traumaticum, at George’s Hospital, shall 
uext week, 








